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Tl^ll^ 



PREFACE. 



J. HE admired History of Nourjdhad having 
been at length adapted to the .purposes of 
theatrical representation, ' and received with 
distinguished favour, it is conceived. that the 
ftppearance of the original tale, in its present 
form, will be equally acceptable to readers of 
taste and to admirers of the stage. 

Connected as the History of Nourjahad 
aow is, however, with the dramatic entertain- 
Qoent of Illusion, or the Trances of Nourjahad, 
IS produced at Drury Lane, some account 
)f its transmuted character may on this occa- 
iion be thought desirable: — ^The Sultan of 
Ormus, Schemzeddin (Mr. Ray), anxious to 
iscertain and correct the disposition of his 
lavourite and associate, Nourjahad (Mr. £lli»- 
ion), before he appoints him his Grand Vizier, 
iiecause he has heard him declare, that terres- 
:rial affluence and terrestrial immortality were 
the summit of his desires, places him in a mag- 
nificent palace, where a pretended Guardian 
>^ a2 
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silence of ibe night, the mild lustre of the 
moon now at full, and the exhalations which 
arose from a thousand Odoriferous shrubs. 
Tlie spirits of Nourjahad were exhilerated by 
the mirth and festivity in which he had passed 
the day. The sultan's fiivour intoxicated him ; 
his thoughts were dissipated by a variety of 
agreeable sensations, and his whole soul as it 
were rapt in a kind of pleasing delirium. 
Such was the frame of Nourjahad's mind, 
ndien the sultan, with an assumed' levity, 
dirowing himself down on a bank of violets, 
and familiarly drawing his favourite to sit by 
him, said. Tell me, Nourjahad, and tell me 
truly, what would satisfy thy wishes, if thou 
wert certain of possessing whatsoever thou 
dunddit desire? Nourjahad remaining silent 
for some time, the sultan, smiling, repeated his 
question. My wishes, answered the fiivourite, 
are so boundless, that it is impossible for me 
to tell you directly ; but in two words,'! should 
desire to be possessed of inexhaustible riches, 
and to enable me to enjoy them' to the 
utmost, to have my life prolonged to eternity. 
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Wouldst thou then, said SchemxeddiD^ forego 
thy hopes of paradise 1 I would, answered 
the favoarite, make a paradise of thia earthly 
globe whilst it lasted, and take my chance 
for the other afterwards. 

The sultan, at hearing these words, started 
up from his seat, and knitting his brow. Be 
^ne, said he, sternly, thou art no longer 
worthy of my love > or my confidence : I 
thought to have promoted thee to the highest 
honours, but such a wretch does not deserve 
to live. Ambition, though a vice, is yet the 
vice of great minds; but avarice, and an 
insatiable thirst for pleasure, degrades a man 
below the brutes. 

Saying this, he turned his back on Nour- 
jahad^ and was about to leave him ; when the 
favourite catching him by the robe, and foiling 
on his knees. Let not my lord's indignation, 
said he, be kindled against his slave, for a few 
light words, which fell from him only in sport: 
I swear to thee, my prince, by our holy pro- 
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pheti that what 1 said is far from being the 
sentiments of my heart ; my desire for wealth 
^teods not further than to be enabled to 
procure the sober enjoyments of life; and 
for length of years, let not mine be prolonged 
a day, beyond that, in which I can be service- 
able to my prince and my country. 

It is not, replied the sultan, with a mildness 
chastened with gravity, it is not for mortal 
eyes to penetrate into the close recesses of 
the human heart; thou hast attested thy inno- 
cence by an oath ; it is all that can be required 
from man to man; but remember thou hast 
called our great prophet to witness; him thou 
canst not deceive, though me thou mayest. 

Sehemzeddin left him without waiting for 
kis reply; and Nourjahad, exceedingly mor- 
tified that his unguarded declaration had so 
miich lessened him in his master's esteem, 
retired to his own house, which immediately 
joined the sultan's palace. 
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H^ passed the rest oi the night in travers- 
ing his chamber, being unable to take any rest. 
He dreaded the thoughts of losing the stillao's 
favour, on which alone he depended for his 
future advancement; and tormenting himself 
all night with apprehensions of his disgrace, 
he found himself so indisposed in the mornings 
that he was unable to leave his chamber. He 
spent the day in gloomy reflections, without 
suffering any one to come near him, or taking 
any repast: and when night , came, wearied 
with painful thoughts, and want of sleep, he 
threw himself on his bed. But his slumbers 
were disturbed by perplexing dreams^ What 
had been the subject of his anxiety when 
awake, served now to imbitter and distract 
his rest: his fancy represented the .sultan to 
him as he had last seen him in the garden, his 
looks severe, and his words menacing. * Go, 
wretch,' he thought he heard him cry, ' go seek 
thy bread in a remote country, thou hast 
nothing to expect from me but contempt.' 

Nourjahad awoke in agonies: oh heaven, 

b2 



18 

cried he aloud, that I could now inherit the 
secret wish I was fool enough to disclose to 
thee, how little should I regard thy threats ! 
And thou shalt, oh Nourjahad^ replied a 
voicCy "possess the utmost wishes of thy soul! 
Nouijahad started up in his hed^ and rubbed 
his eyes, doubting whether he was really 
awake^ or whether it was not his troubled 
imagination which cheated hhn with this delu- 
si¥e promise ; wlien behold ! to his unutterable 
astonishment, he saw a refulgent light in his 
chamber, and at his bed^s side stood a youth 
•f more than mortal beauty. The lustre of 
his white robes dazzled his eyes; his long 
and shining hair was encircled with a wreath 
of flowers that breathed the odours of 
paradise. 

Nourjahad gazed at him, but had not power 
to open his mouth. Be not afraid, said the 
divine youth, with a voice of inefiable sweet- 
ness; I am thy guardian genius, who have 
carefully watched over thee from thy infancy, 
though never till this hour have 1 been per- 
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mitted to make myself yisible to thee. I was 
present at th}; conversation in the garden with 
Schemzeddin, I was a witness to thy unguarded 
decfairation, but found thee afterwards awed 
by his frowns to retract what thou hadst said: 
I saw too the rigour of the sultan's looks as 
he departed from thee, and know that they 
proceeded from his doubting thy truth. I, 
though an immortal spirit, am not omniscient; 
to God only are the secrets of the heart 
revealed; speak boldly then, thou highly 
fiivoured of our prophet, and know that I 
have power from Mahomet to grant thy 
request, be it what it will. Wouldst thou be 
restored to the favour and confidence of thy 
master, and receive from his friendship and 
generosity the reward of thy long attachment 
to him, or dost thou really desire the accom- 
plishment of that extravagant wish, which 
thou didst in the openness of thy heart avow 
to him last nightt 

Nouijahad, a little recovered from his 
amaaement, and encouraged by the conde- 
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sceorioa of his celestial visitant, bowdd his 
hMtd k>w in token of adoration^ 

Disguise to thee, oh son of paradise^ re- 
plied he, were vain and fruitless; if I dis* 
sembled to Schemzeddin it was in order to' 
reinstate myself in his good opinion, the Only 
means in my power to secure my future pros- 
pects: from thee I can have no reason ta 
conceal my thoughts; and since the care of 
my happiness is consigned to thee my guardian 
angel, let me possess that wish, extravagant 
as it may seem, which I first declared* 

Rash mortal, replied the shining vision, 
reflect once more, before you receive the fatal 
boon ; for once granted, you will wish perhaps, 
and wish in vain, to have it recalled. What 
have I to fear, answered Nourjahad, possessed 
of endless riches and of immortality? Your 
own passions, said the heavenly youth. I will 
submit to all the evils arising from them, 
refilled Nourjahad, give me but the power of 
gratifying them in their full extent. Take thy 
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wish then, cried the georiuB, with a look of 
discontents The contents of this vial will 
confer iflimortality on thee, and to-morroVs 
sun shall behold thee richer than all the kii^ 
of the East. Nourjahad stretched his hands 
oat eagerly to receive a vessel of gold, 
enriched with precious stones, which the 
angel took from under his mantle. Stop, 
cried the aerial being, and hear the condition 
with which thou must accept the wondrous 
gift 1 am now about to bestow. Know then, 
that your existence here shall equal the date 
of this sublunary globe ; yet to enjoy life all 
that while, is not in my power to grant. Nour- 
jahad was going to interrupt the celestial, to 
desire him to explain this, when he prevented 
him, by proceeding thus : Your life, said he, 
vrill be frequently interrupted by the tempo- 
rary death of sleep: Doubtless, replied Nour- 
jahad, nature would languish without that 
sovereign balm. Thou misunderstandest me, 
cried the genius ; I do not mean that ordinary 
repose which nature requires: The sleep thou 
most be subject to, at certain periods, will last 
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.for months, yeBX», nay, for a. whole revolution 
;of Saturn at a time, or perhaps for a century. 
Frightful ! cried Nourjahad, with an emot^n 
that made him forget the respect which was 
due to the presence' of his guardian angel. 
He seemed suspended, while the radiant youth 
proceeded; It is worth considering, resolve 
jQot too hastily. If the frame of man, replied 
Nourjahad, in the usual course of things, 
requires for the support of that short span at 
life which is allotted to him, a constant and 
regular portion of sleep, wliich includes at 
least one-third of his existence; my life, per- 
haps, stretched so much beyond its natural 
-date, may require a still greater proportion of 
rest, to preserve my body in due health and 
vigour. If this be the case, I submit to the 
conditions; for what is thirty or fifty years 
out of eternity? Thou art mistaken, replied 
the genius; and though thy reasoning. is not 
unphilosophical, yet is it far from reaching 
the true cause of these mysterious conditions 
which are offered thee ; know that these are 
contingencies which depend entirely on thy- 
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self. Let me beseech you, said Nourjahad, 
tu explain this. If thou walkest, said the 
genius, in the paths of virtue, ihy days will 
be crowned with gladness, aud the even tenor 
of thy life, undisturbed by any evil ; but if, 
on the contrary, thou nervertest the good 
which is in thy power, and settest thy heart 
on iniquity, thou wilt thus be occasionally 
punished by a total privation of thy faculties. 
If this be all, cried Nourjahad, then am I sure 
I shall never incur the penalty ; for though 1 
mean to enjoy all the pleasures thiit life can 
bestow, yet am 1 a stranger to my own heart, 
if it ever lead me to the wilful commission of 
a crime. The genius sighed. Vouchsafe then, 
proceeded Nourjahad, vouchsafe, I conjure 
jrou, most adorable and benign spirit, to fulfil 
your promise, and keep me not longer in sus- 
pense. Saying this, he again reached forth his 
band for the golden vessel, which the genius 
Do longer withheld from him. Hold thy nos- 
trils over that vial, said he, and let the fumes 
of the liquor which it contains ascend to thy 
brain. Nourjahad opened the vessel, out of 
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iVbicih a vapour issued of a most exquiaite 
fragrance; it foniie<) a thick atmosphere about 
his heady and sent out such volatile aad sharp 
effluvia, as made his eyes smart exceedingly, 
and he was obliged to shut them whilst he 
snuffed up the essence. He remained npt 
long in this situation, for the subtle spirit 
quickly evaporating, the effects instantly 
ceased, and he opened his eyes ; but the 
sqiparition was vanished, and his apartment in 
total darkness. Had not he still found the 
vial in his hands, which contained the precious 
liquor, he would have looked on all this as a 
dream; but so substantial a proof of the 
reality of what had happened, leaving no 
room for doubts, he returned thanks to his 
guardian genius, whom he concluded, though 
invisible, to be still within hearing, and put- 
ting the golden vessel under his pillow, filled 
as he was with the most delightful ideas, com- 
posed himself to sleep. 

The sun was at his meridian height when, 
h^ awoke next day; and the vision of the 
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]»recediiig night immediately recurriDg to his 
memory/he spning hastily from his bed; but 
how great was his snrjurise, how high his 
transportSy at seeing the accomplishnieot of 
the genius' promise! His chamber was sur- 
rounded with several large urns of polished 
brass, some of which were filled with gold 
coin of different value and impressions ; others, 
with ingots of fine gold; and others, with pre- 
cious stones of prodigious size and lustre. 

* Amazed, enraptured at the sight, he greedily 

examined his treasures, and looking into each 

of the urns one after the other, in one of them 

he found a scroll of paper, with these words 
written on it. 

'I have fulfilled my promise to thee, oh 
Nourjahad. Thy days are without number, 
thy riches inexhaustible, yet cannot I exempt 
thee from the evils tQ which all the sons of 
Adam are subject. I cannot screen thee from 
the machinations of envy, nor the rapacious- 
ness of power: thy own prudence must hence-: 

c 
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forth be thy guard. There is a subterraneous 
cave in thy garden where thou mayest conceal 
thy treasure: I have marked the place, and 
thou wilt easily find it. Farewell, my charge 
is at an end.' 

And well hast thou acquitted thyself of 
this chaVge, most munificent and benevolent 
genius, cried Nourjahad ; ten thousand thanks 
to thee for this last friendly warning; I should 
be a fool indeed, if I had not sagacity enough 
to preserve myself against rapaciousness df^ 
envy; I will prevent thcxeffects of the first, 
by concealing thee, my precious treasure, thou 
source of all felicity, where no mortal shall dis- 
-cover thee ; and for the other, my bounty shall 
disarm it of its sting. Enjoy thyself, Nourja- 
had, riot in luxurious delights, and laugh at 
Schemzeddin's impotent resentment. 

He hastened down into his garden, in order 
to find the cave, of which he was not long in 
search. In a remote comer, stood the ruins 
of a small temple, which in former days. 
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before the true religion prevailed in Persia, 
ihad been dedicated to tiie worship of the 
Gentiles. The vestiges of this little building 
were so curious, that they were suffered to 
remain, as an ornament, where they stood. 
It was raised on a mount, and, according to the 
custom of idolaters, surrounded with shady 
trees. On a branch of one of these, Nonr* 
jahad perceived hanging a scarf of fine white 
taffety, to which was suspended a large key 
of burnished steel. 

Nourjahad's eager curiosity soon rendered 
his diligence successful, in finding the door 
to which this belonged; it was within-side 
the walls of the temple, and under what for- 
merly seemed to have been the altar. He 
descended by a few steps into a pretty spacious 
cavern, and by groping about, for there was 
scarce any light, he judged it large enough to 
contain his treasures. 

Whether his guardian genius had contrived 
it purely for his use, or whether it had been 
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originally made for some other purpose/ he 
did not trouble himself to inquire ; but glad 
to have found so s^fe a place, in which to 
deposit his wealth, he returned to his house; 
and having given orders that no visitors 
should approach him, he shut himself up 
in his chamber for the rest of the day, 
in order to contemplate his own happiness, 
and without interruption, to lay down plan^ 
of various pleasures and delights for ages to 
come^ 

ll^ilst Nourjahad was rich only in specula- 
tion, he really thought that he should be able 
to keep his word with the genius. That the 
employing his wealth to noble and generous 
purposes, would have constituted great part 
of his happiness; and that without plunging 
into guilt, he could have gratified the utmost 
of his wishes. But he soon found that his 
heart had deceived him, and that there is a 
wide difference between the fancied and 
actual possession of wealth. He was imme- 
diately absorbed in selfishness, and thought of 
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Dothing but the indulgence of' hia own ajyf^ 
tites. My temper, said he, as he lay stretched 
at length on a sofa, does net much incline 
jne to take any trouble; I shall therelbie 
never aspire at high empIoynients> nor would 
I be the sultan of Persia, if I might; for what 
addition would that make to my happiness 1 
None at all; it would only disturb my breast 
with cares, from which I am now exempt. 
And which of the real, substantial delights of 
life, eould I then possess, that are not now 
within my power? I will have a magnificent 
house in town, and others in the country,* with 
delicious parks and gardens. What does it 
signify whether er not they are dignified 
with the names of palaces? or whether I am 
attended by princes or slaves? The latter wiU 
do my business as well,, and be more subser- 
vient to my will. There are three particulars, 
indeed, in whidh I will exceed my master. In 
the beauties of my seraglio ; the delicacies of 
my table ; and the excellence of my muueians. 
In the former of these especially. King Solo- 
mon himself shall be outdone. All parts of 

c2 
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-the earth shall.be explored for women of the 
most exquisite beauty; art and nature. shall 
uombine their utmost efforts^ to furnish the 
lioiuidless variety and elegance of my repaats ; 
.the sultan's frigid ten^rance shall not be a 
pattern to me. Then no fear of surfeits; 1 
may riot to excess, and bid defiance to death. 
Here he started^ on recollection that he had 
]|0t requested the genius to secure him agamst 
the attacks of pain or sickness. I shall not 
ftowever be impaired by age> said he, and thk 
too iperiiaps is included in his gift.^ But n* 
ttiatter; since I cannot die, a little temporary 
pain will make me the more relish my return- 
jng health. Then, added he, I will enjoy the 
charms of music in its utmost perfection* I 
will have the universe searched for performers 
of both sexes, whose exquisite skill, both in 
instrumental and vocal harmony, shall ravish 
all hearts. I shall see the line of iny posterity 
past numeration, and all the while enjoy a 
^constant succession of new delights. What 
more is there wanting to consummate hsq>- 
piness, and who would ever wish to change 
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such an existence, for one of which we are 
entirely ignorant? Here he paused. But are 
there not, he proceeded, some things called 
intellectual pleasures? Such as Schemzeddin 
used to talk of to me, and for which,, when I 
was poor, I fancied I had a sort of relish. 
They may; have their charms, and we will not 
•leave them quite out of. our plan. I will cei^ 
tainly do abundance of good ; besides, I will 
retain in my £unily half a score of wise and 
■learned men, to entertain my leisure hours 
'with their discourse. Then when I am weary 
of living in this country, I will set out with 
some chosen companions to make a tour 
through the whole earth. There shall not be 
a spot of the habitable world, which contains 
any thing worthy of my curiosity, that I wiU 
not visit; residing longest in those places 
which I like best: and by this means I may 
pass through two or three centuries, even 
before I have exhausted the variety of my 
prospects: after that I must content myself 
with such local enjoyments as may fall in 
my way. 
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With such thoughts as these he enter- 
tamed himself^ waiting for the hour when his 
slaves should be retired to rest, as he had 
resolved to take that opportunity of burying 
|iis treasure. 

He had tried the weight of the urns one 
by onie; those whieh contained the gold h^ 
found so extremely heavy that it was impos- 
iiible for him to lift them. Those which held 
the jewels, he eould easily ctirry^ Accord- 
ingly, when every one in his house was asleep, 
he loaded himself with his pleasing burdens ; 
and having, from each of the repositories 
which held the gold, filled several large 
purses for his immediate expenses, he con- 
veyed the rest by many journeys to and from 
the cave, all safe to his subterranean treasury ; 
where having locked them up securely, he 
retired to his apartment, and went to bed. 

For the three succeeding days his thoughts 
were so perplexed and divided, that he knew 
not which of his favourite schemes he should 
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first enter upon. Satisfied with having the 
means in his power, he neglected those ends 
for which he was so desirous of them. Shad 
I, said he, purchase or set about building for 
myself a magnificent palace 1 Shall I dispatch 
emissaries in search of the most beautiful 
virgins that can be obtained? an^ others, at 
the same time,- to pTrocure for me the rarest 
musicians? My household, mean while, inay 
be established, and put on a footing suitable 
•to the grandeur in which I purpose to live. I 
will directly hire a number 6f domestics, 
amongst which shall be a dozen of the best 
cooks in Persia, that my table at least may be 
immediately better supplied than that of the 
saltan. 1 am bewildered with such a multi- 
plicity of business, and must find out some 
person, who, without giving me any trouble, 
will undertake to regulate the economy of all 
my domestic concerns. 

In these thoughts he was so immersed, that 
he entirely forgot to pay hi» court to Schem- 
2eddin ; and without any other enjoyment of 
his riches, than the pleasure of thinking of 
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them, he sat for whole days alone, alternately 
.improving on, or rejecting, such systems of 
happiness as arose in his mind. 

The sultan, mean time, offended at^ his 
absenting himself, without offering any excuse 
for.it, especially as their last parting had been 
a cold one, was so disgusted at hb behaviour, 
that be sent one of his officers to forbid him 
his presence, and charge him never more to 
appear at court. Tell him,, however, said he, 
that I have not so ^ forgot my former frieikt- 
ship for him, as to see him want a decent sup- 
port ; that house, therefore, in which he now 
lives, I freely bestow on him ; and shall more- 
over allow him a pension of a thousand crowns 
yearly. Bid him remember that this is suffi- 
cient to supply him with all the sober enjoy- 
ments of life. These being his favourite's 
own words, the sultan thought proper H 
remind him of them. 

Nourjahad received this message with the 
utmost indifference ; but without daring to 
show any mark of disrespect. Tell my lord 
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snltan, said he, that I would not have 

thus long without prostrating myself at 

feet, but that I was hastily sent for to 

a kinsman, whose dwelling was some 

les from Ormuz; and who in his last 

s was desirous of seeing me. He died 

rich, and has made me his heir. The 

sand crowns a year therefore, my royal 

er may please to bestow on some one who 

A them more, and is more deserving of 

tounty, than I ; wretch that I am, to have 

ited my prince's favour ! The house that 

loodness bestows on me, with all gratitude 

inkfuUy accept, as it will daily remind me 

Schemzeddin does not utterly detest his 

!. Saying thb, he presented the officer 

a handsome diamond, which he took 

bis Anger, and begged him to accept of 

a token of his respect for him, and sub- 

km-to the sultan's pleasure. 

tiough Nourjahad had given such a turn 

s acceptance of the house,. his true reason 

that having his treasure buried in the 
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gardetf, he thought he could not^ without 
great difficulty and the hazard of a discovery, 
remove it. Thus had he already, in two 
instances, been obliged to depart from truth, 
in consequence of his ill judged and per- 
nicious choice;. 

The house which the sultan had given 
him, was handsome and commodious; and be 
thought, by enlarging and furnishing it magni- 
ficently, it would sufficiently answer the pur- 
pose of his town residence ; besides, as it was 
a royal grant, he was sure of remaining unmo- 
lested in the possession of it. 

He now bent his thoughts on nothing but 
in giving a loose to his appetites, and indulg- 
ing, without control, in every delight which 
his passions or imagination could suggest to 
him. As he was not of an active temper, he 
put the conduct of his pleasures into the 
hands of one whom he had lately received 
into his service. This man, whose name was 
Hasem, he found had good sense, and a quick- 
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Hess of partoy which he thought qualified him 
for the trust he iei>osed in him. To him he 
committed the care of reguhiting his family, and 
appointed him the dirjector of his household. 
In short, under Uasem's inspection, who on this 
OGicasion di^layed an admirable taste, lus house 
was soon furnished with every thing that could 
charm the senses, or captivate the fancy. Costly 
furniture, magnificent habits, sumptuous equi- 
pages, and a grand retinue, fuUy gratified his 
vanity. By Hasem's diligence his seraglio was 
soon adorned with a number of the most beau* 
tiful female slaves, of almost every nation, whom 
be purchased at a vast expense. By Hasem's 
care, his board was replenished with the most 
delicious products of every climate; and by 
Hasem's management he had a chosen band of 
the most skilful musicians of tlie age ; and by 
Hasem's judgment and address, he had retained 
ki his house some of the most learned and in* 
genioQS men of all Persia, skilled in every art 
and science. These were received into his fa- 
mily for the instruction and entertainment of 
his hours of reflection, if he should chance to b« 
VMted With any sudi. 

p 
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Behold him now arrived at the height of 
human felicity ; for, to render his haj^iness in- 
capable of addition, he had distinguished 
amongst the beauties of hi^ seraglio, a young 
maid, so exquisitely charming and accomplished, 
that he gave her the entire possession of his 
heart ; and preferring her to the rest of his wo- 
men, past whole days in her apartment. By 
Mandana he found himself e()ually beloved ; a 
felicity Very rare amongst Eastern husbands; 
and longing 1o unbosom himself to one, on 
whose tenderness and fidelity he could rely, to 
her he disclosed the marvellous story of his 
destiny. His mind thus disburthened of this 
important secret, which he had often longed to 
divulge, but could find none whom he dared to 
trust with the discovery, he had not one anxious 
thought remaining. He gave himself up to 
pleasures, he threw off all restraint, he plunged 
at once into a tide of luxurious eqjoyments; he 
forgot his duty towards God, and n^lected all 
the laws of his prophet. He grew lazy and 
effeminate; and had not his pride now and 
then urged him to display to the wondering 
eyes of the public, the magnificence of his state. 
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ke would seldom have been inclined to go out 
of his house. 

Thus possessed of every thing that his soul 
could wish, he continued for the space of three 
moons, witliout any interruption, to wallow in 
voluptuousness: when one morning just as he 
was preparing to set out for a beautiful villa, 
which Hasem had recommended to him for his 
rural retirement, and which he purposed to buy 
if it answered his description, he was prevented 
by a messenger from the sultan. It was Uie 
same person who once before had been sent to 
him, to forbid him the court. I am sorry, my 
lord, said he, on entering Nourjahad's apart- 
ment, to be a second time the bearer of unwel- 
come tidings; but Schemzeddin, hearing of the 
extraordinary grandeur and magnificence in 
which you live, a magnificence indeed equal t^ 
that of the sultan himself, would needs know 
whence you derive your wealth, which seems so 
much to surpass that of any of hb subjects; 
and has commanded me to conduct you to his 
presence, in order to give an account of it. 
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Nourjahad was exceedingly startled at thi 
unexpected summons; but it was in Tain ti 
dispute the sultan's orders, and he was forced 
though with great reluctance, to accompany tb 
o$cer to the palace of Schemzeddin. 

He entered it trembling, fearful to declare i 
falsehood to his sovereign, yet still more on 
willing to confess the truth. 

In this suspense the officer left him, to ac 
qmufft the sultan bf his arrival. He waite 
not long biefoie he was admitted to the roya 
presence. 

Whence is it, Nouijahad, said the sultan 
that thy iiiiprudence hstth drawn on thee tb 
attention of my whole empire, iiisomuch tha 
the representations made to ftae of thy pom] 
and luxury, now renders it necessary to ii 
quire into thy riches. They seem indeed t< 
be immense; Who was that relation that be 
queathed them to thee, and wherein do the; 
consbt ? 
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Though Nocujahad had endeavoured to pre- 
pare himielf with proper answers to all those 
qiiestioos» which he naturally expected would be 
asked on the occasion, he was nevertheless con- 
founded ; he could not utter the lies he had 
fiamed with the unabashed look of sincerity ; 
his speech faltered, and his colour changed. 
Schenuseddin saw his confusion. I perceive, 
said he, there is some mystery in this affair which 
thou hast no mind to discover ; I pray heaven 
that thou hast used no sinister means to come 
at the great wealth which I am told thou poSf 
sessest I Confess the truth, and beware of pre-^ 
varicating with thy prince. 

Nourjahad, frightened at the difficulties he 
found himself involved in, fell at the sultan's 
feet. If my lord, said he, will give me a patient 
hearing, and forgive the presumption of his ser- 
vant, I will unfold such wonders as will amaae 
him, and at the same time utter nothing but the 
strictest truth. The sultan turned coklly to- 
wards him; but by seeming to attend to his ex- 
planation, encouraged him to proceed. 

D 2 
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He then gave a faidiful relaticm of tiie ▼ybn 
he had seen, with aU the consequences of Ihilt 
iiiiraculons eyent. Schemseddin suffered him 
to conclude his narration without interruption ; 
but instead of showing any marks of surprise, or 
appearing to credit what he said, looking at 
him with tlie utmost indignation, Audacious 
wretch, cried he, how darest thou presume thus 
to abuse my patience, and afiront my under- 
standing with the relation of so ridiculous a 
forgery? Go tell thy incredible tales to fools 
and children, but dare not to insult thy sove- 
re%n with such outrageous ftlsehoods. 

Though Nouijahad was terrified at the sul- 
tan's anger, he nevertheless persisted in his de- 
claration, confirming all he had said by the most 
solemn oaths. The sultan commanded him to 
be silent. Thou art mad, said he ; I perceive 
now that the riches thou hast acquired, let the 
means be what they may, have turned thy bram ; 
and I am now more than ever convinced of the 
sordidness of thy mmd, when the unexpected 
acquisition of a little wealth could thus pervert 
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diy Jodgmeoty and teadi thee to impose on thy 
ttaster feir truth, the momtrous chimeras of thy 
wild &ncy. Thy folly be on thy head^ for a 
little, a very little time must, with the unbound- 
ed extravagance of which thou art guilty, dissi- 
pate what thy friend hath left thee ; and when 
thou art again reduced to thy former state, thou 
wilt be ghd to sue to my bounty for that which 
thou didst lately with so much arrogance reject. 
Go, unhappy Nouijahad, continue he, (his 
voice a little softened) the remembrance of what 
thou once wert to me, will not permit me to 
see thee fall a victim to thy own desperate folly. 
Should it be publ^icly known that thou hast 
thus endeavoured by lies and profanation to 
abuse the credulity of thy prince, thou wouldst 
find that thy boasted immortality would not be 
proof against that death, which he should think 
'himself obliged, in justice to his own honour 
4mA dignity, to inflict on so bold an impostor. 
Hence, miserable man, pursued he, retire to 
•thy homse ; and if thou art not quite abaiidcmed, 
^endeavMHT by a sober and regular conduct to 
expiate thy offences against heaven and thy 
aovereign ; but as a punishment for thy crime, 
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presume not, without my leave, to stir beyond 
the hmits of thy own habitation, on pain of a 
more rigorous and lasting confinement. 

Nourjahad, thunder-struck at this unexpected 
sentence, was unable to reply ; and the sultan 
having ordered the captain of his guards to be 
called, committed his prisoner to his hands; 
telling him if he suffered Nourjahad to escape, 
his head should answer it. 

Filled with resentment and discontent, Nour- 
jahad was conducted back to his own house ; 
at all the avenues of which he had the mortifica- 
tion to see guards posted, agreeably to the 
charge given by the sultan. 

He retired pensively to his closet, where, shut- 
ting himself up, he now for the first time relent- 
ed of his indiscretion in the choice he had made. 

Unfortunate that I am, cried he, what will 
riches or length of days avail me, if I am thus to 
be miserably immured within the walls of my 
own dwelling ? Would it not have been better 
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for me to have requested the genius to restore 
me to the fiiyonr of my prince ? Schenmddin 
always loved me, and would not fiiil to have 
promoted me to wealth and honours; mean- 
while I should have enjoyed my liberty, which 
now, methiuks, as I am debarred of it, appears 
to mef a greater blessing than any I possess. 
Unfaiqipy Nourjahad, what is become of all thy 
schemes of i^ticity ! He was even weak «umgh 
to shed tearsi and gave himself up to vexation 
for the remainder of the day. 

His mind, however, was by pleasure rendered 
too volatile to suffer any thing to make a lasting 
impression on him ; aiO he had still too many 
resources of happiness in his power, to give 
himself up to defqpair. It is true, said he, I am 
debarred of my liberty, but have I not still a 
thousand delights in my possession? The in- 
credulous sultan, satisfied with punishing me, 
will give himself no farther concern about me, 
provided I do not attempt to escape; and thus 
withdrawn from the public eye, envy vrill not 
endeavour to penetrate into the recesses of a 
private dwellmg. I wfll secure the fidelity of 
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my servants, by my liberality towards them. 
Scbemzeddin's resentment will not last; or if 
it should, even as long as he lives, what is his 
life, the scanty portion of years allotted to com- 
mon men, to my promised immortality? 

Having thus reconciled his thoughts to his 
present situation, he resolved, in order to make 
himself amends for the restraint on his person, 
tq indulge liimself with an unbounded freedom 
in his most voluptuous wishes. He commanded 
a banquet to be prepared for him that night, 
which exceeded in luxury and profusion any of 
the preceding. He ordered all his women, of 
which he had a great number, adorned with 
jewels and dressed in their richest habits, to 
attend on him whilst he was at supper, permit-, 
ting none but Mandana the favour to sit down 
with him. The. magnificence of his apartments 
were heightened by a splendid illumination of 
a thousand torches, composed of odoriferous 
gums, which cast a blaze of light that vied with 
the glories of the sun. His muncians, both 
vocal and instrumental, were ordered to exert 
the utmost stretch of their art, and to sooth his 
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mind with all the enchanting powers of har- 
mony. Himself attirtd in robes, such as the 
kings of Persia were used to wear, was seated 
under a canopy of silver tissue, which he had 
put up for the purpose ; and assuming the pomp 
of an Eastern monarch, suffered the illusion to 
take such possession of his mind, that if he were 
not before mad, he now seemed to be very near 
distraction. 

Intoxicated with pleasure, the historian who 
writes his life, affirms that this night Nourjahad 
for the first time got drunk. 

Be that as it may, it is certain that having 
retired to rest, he slept sounder and longer than 
usual ; for on his awaking, and missing Mandana 
from his side, whom he had made the partner 
of his bed, he called out to the slave who al- 
ways attended in his antichamber, in order to 
inquire for her, resolving to chide her tenderly 
for leaving him. 

He called loud and often, but oobody an- 
fwering him, as he was naturally choleric, lie 
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junqpedottt of bed, and stepping hastily into 
tlie outer chamber, he found that none of the 
slaves were in waiting. Enraged at this n^ 
kct, he called several of his domestics by thdr 
names, one after another; when at length, aftef 
he was ahnost out of breath with passion, a 
female slave appeared, who was one of those 
appointed to wait on Mandana. 

The damsel no sooner perceived him, than 
giving a loud shriek, she was about to run away; 
when Nouijahad, provd^ed at her behaviour, 
catching her roughly by the arm, Where is thy 
mistress, said he, and whence arises that terror 
and amazement in thy countenance ? Alas ! my 
lord, answered the slave, pardon my surprise, 
which is occasioned by my seeing you so unex- 
pectedly. Nourjahad now perceiving that in 
his hurry he had forgot to put on his clothes, 
concluded that it was that circiunstance which 
had alarmed the damsel, and turning from her. 
Foolish woman, said he, go tell Mandana that I 
desire to see her. Ah, my lord, replied the 
maid, I would she were in a condition to come 
to you. Why, what is the matter, said Nour- 
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jahad, no ill I hope has befallen the clear light 
of my li^ ? Is she sick ? Methmks she went to 
bed last n%ht in perfect health. Last night ! 
niy lord, replied the slave, and shook her head. 
Trifler, cried Nourjahad, what means that 
motion ? Where is thy mistress ? Speak ! She 
is, I hope, said the slave, gone to receive the 
reward of her goodness! Here she b^n to 
weep. Oh Heaven, cried Nonrjahad, is my 
dear Mandana dead^ She is, answered the 
damsel, redoubling her tears, and I shall nevet 
have so kind a mistress. 

Alas! replied Noiujahad, by what fatal acci- 
dent am I thus suddenly deprived of the ador- 
able creature? 

. It was not suddenly, my lord, repfied the 
slave, Mandana died in childbed. Ah, traitress, 
cried Nourjahad, how <feirest thou thus mock 
the sorrow of thy master, and traduce the dmat' 
tity of my beloved. Thou knowest it is not 
more than Aree moons smce I ret;eived her a 
virgin to my arms, and dost thou presume to 
impose so lidicQlotts a stoiy on me as that of 
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her having died in childbed ? My lord, an* 
swered the slave, it is more than three years 
since Mandana died. Audacious wretch, cried 
Nourjahad, wouldst thou persuade me out of 
my senses? With this he pinched the slave so 
hard by the arm, that she screamed out. 

The noise she made brought several of the 
servants into the room, who, on seeing Nourja- 
had, all shewed manifest tokens of fear and sur- 
prise. What is the reason of all this, cried he 
out in a rage, are ye all leagued in combination 
against me! Be quick and explaiti to me the cause 
of this detraction which appears amongst you. 

Hasem, who had run in amongst the other 
domestics, took upon him to answer for the 
rest. It is not to be wondered at, my lord, said 
he, that your slaves seem surprised at seeing you 
thus as it were raised from the dead; but if 
they are amazed, their joy doubtless is equal to 
their wonder; mine I am sure is unutterable, 
to behold my lord once more restored to his 
faithful servants, after we had almost despaired 
of your ever more unclosing your eyes. 
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You talk strangdjTy said Nouijabad^ a little 
*^a$g€i%d at what he saw and heard. He just 
then recollected the terms on which he had re- 
ceived the important gift from the genius ; and 
b^;an to suspect that he had endured one of 
those preternatural slumbers, to which he had 
subjected himself. How long may I have slept, 
said he ? Four years and twenty days exactly, 
answered Hasem ; I have reason to know, for I 
counted 'the melancholy hours as theypassed, 
and seldom quitted your bed-side. It may be 
so, said Nourjahad^ I have been subject to these 
trances from a boy, but this has last^ rather 
longer than usual. He then commanded all 
bis slaves to withdraw, retaining only Hasem, 
with whom he wanted to have some discourse. 

Tell me now, said he^ (when they were alone) 
and teil me truly, is all I have heard real, and is 
Mandana actually dead ? Too true, my lord, 
replied Hasem, Mandana died in childbed, and 
dying left her infant son to my care. Is my 
chOd alive, said Nourjahad eageriy ? He is, my 
kurd, answered Hasem, and you shall see him 
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presently: Mandana called me to her, con- 
tifmed he, when sbe found herself dying. 

Hasem, said she, b^ careftil of your lord; 
Heaven will one day restore him to you again. 
See that yoa manage his household with the 
same prudence and regularity that you would 
if he himself were to inspect into your conduct; 
for be assured he will sooner or later exact a 
just account of your proceedings. Here are 
the keys of his coffers. I ventured to take 
them from under his piUow, where I knew he 
kept them. I have husbanded his fortune with 
economy, and have hitherto kept order and 
harmony {in his family: on you it rests to pre- 
serve it in the same condition. Nourjahad will 
not fail to reward your diligence and fidelity. 
It is not expedient that any one should know 
the condition to which he is reduced. His life 
is governed by a strange fatality. You have 
nothing to do therefore, but to give out that he 
is seized with a lingering distemper, which con- 
fines him to his bed. Let no impertinent in- 
quirers see him, and all curiosity about him will 
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soon cease. These, proceeded Hasem, were 
almost the last words that my beloved mistress 
spoke. I have punctually compliied with her 
orders. Your condition has been kept a pro- 
found secret from every one but your own 
£iniiiy9 and they all love you too well to betray 
their trust Your women are all immured with- 
in the sacred walls of your seraglio^ and though 
they murmur at their situation, they fail not to 
offer up their daily prayers that Heaven would 
restore you to them. I will now, contmued he, 
|H?esent your son to you ; it will be some conso- 
lation to you to see that charming pledge of 
Mandana's love. Saying this, he withdrew, but 
soon returned leading in the child, who was as 
beautiful as a little cherub. 

Nourjahad melted into tears at the sight of 
him, and renewed bis complaints for the loss of 
his adored Mandana. He saw that the child's 
age seemed to agree exactly with the account 
he had received ; and now fully convinced of 
the truth of his misfortune. Oh Heaven, pried 
he, clasping the young boy to his bosom, what 

£2 
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would I give that my dear Mandana were now 

here to partake of the pleasure I feel in thb 

infant's caresses ; gladly would I consent to 

have three ages cut off from the number of my 

years, to have her more precious life restored. 

But my felicity w<>uld then be too great, and I 

must submit to the destiny which I myself have 

thoseo. Prudent Hasem, said he, observing he 

iQoked surprised, thou dost wonder at the words 

which thou hast heard me speak, but I will not 

conceal frbm thee the marvellous story of my 

life. Thy fidelity and zeal deserve this confix 

dence; besides, it is requisite that I should 

trust some discreet person with my important 

secret, since Mandana, on whose tenderness and 

loyalty I could depend, is no more. 

Nourjahad then acquainted Hasem with the 
wonderful mystery of his life. He did not, 
however, divulge the circumstance of his con- 
cealed treasure ; he judged from his own heart, 
•that it would not be altogether advisable to lay 
•such a tempting bait in the way even of the 
most virtoous and steady mind ; but contented 
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himsdf with teUing him that his geaius cob* 
stntly sapplied himwithiidiefl^ ashit oocasioiis 
required. Hasem listened to him with astonish- 
ment; but assured him, jofltrr what had aheady 
past, he doubted not a tittle of the truth of what 
he had been told, amarii^ and almost incredible 
as it appeared* 

My lord, said he^ you may seciuely rely on 
my zeal and ditigenoe, so loQg as you are pleased 
to entertain me in your service. That I shall 
do during your life, interrupted Nouijahad. 
But, replied Hasem, what if one of those un- 
merciful long trances should contuue for • 
length of time much bqrood that from which 
jrou are but now awakened^ and that I diould 
happen to die before you recover your senses^ 
who knows in that case what might be the con- 
sequences? It is an accident exceedingly to be 
cbeaded, rej^ied Nourjahad ; Heaven knows to 
what indignities I might be exposed, peifaaps to 
be buried ahve, and condemned to pass a oen- 
tuiy or two in a dismal sqmlchre. The thought 
makes me shudder, and I aknost repeat of having 
accepted life on such conditions. As I have no 
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warning, continued he, when those fiital slum- 
bers will overpower me, (for who can always be 
guarded against the starts of passion^ or what 
man is so attentive to that impertinent monitor 
within, as to hear his whispers amidst the hurry 
of tumultuous pleasures?) As I know not, I say, 
when I am to be condemned to that state of in* 
sensibility, or how long I shall continue in it, 
I can only conjure thee if I should happen to 
l»e seized with another trance during thy life, 
(which, considering my disposition, is not im- 
possible) that thou wilt observe the same con- 
duct which thou hast lately done ; and if the 
angel of death should summon thee away before 
my senses are loosed from their mysterious 
bauds, that thou wilt with thy dying breath, 
commit the secret to some one faithful person 
of my family, whom thou thinkest most tit to 
be relied on, for a punctual discharge of their 
duty. As I shall never part with any of my 
servants, till the inevitable stroke of death sepa- 
rates them from me, and shall constantly supply 
their places with the worthiest persons that can 
be found, I think I cannot fail of a succession 
of people, from amongst whom, one at least may 
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always be fonnd, in whose seeresy and truth I 
may safely confide. 

Without doubt, my lord, answered Hasem, 
you may by such wise measures as these, be al- 
ways guarded against the worst that may befal 
you. 

Though Nouijahad had, by thus providing 
against evil events, exceedingly relieved his 
mind from the fears by which it was agitated, 
lest any ill should happen to him during his 
slumbers ; yet was his heart far from being at 
ease. The loss of Mandana prayed upon fab 
spirits. He had no relish for the chariw of his 
other women. Mandana's superiiMr loveliness 
was always present to his eyes : t|ie delicacies 
of hb table grew tasteless ; Mandana's sprightly 
wit was wanting to give a relbh to the feast. 
The melodious concerts of music with which he 
was wont to be so delighted, now only served to 
overwhelm him with melancholy: Mandana's 
enchanting voice was not heard, whidi used tor 
swell hb heart to rapture. 
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' In sliOTty for a time he took pleasure in no- 
thing but the caresses and innocent prattle of 
his little son, whom by his tenderness and en- 
dearments he had taught to love him. 

I am unhappy, my dear Hasem, would he 
often say; the loss of Mandaua imbitters all 
my joys, and methinks I begin to look for^'ard 
with disgust. 

My lord, said Hasem, there is nothing which 
has befallen you but what is common to all. 
Every one may naturally expect to see the 
death of some person or other whom they love'; 
but you, who are endowed with so miraculous a 
life, must needs look to drop a tear o^ner a thou- 
sand graves. 

Melancholy reflection, said Nourjabad ! it 
occurred not to me in this light when I made 
iuy choice. I knew indeed I must of necessity 
bury hundreds of succeeding generations ; but 
said I to myself, I shall iasensibly contract new 
amities, as I perceive the old ones are likely to 
be dissolved by the hand of time. My heart, 



59 

said I, shall never feel a vacuity, for want of fit 
objects of desire. A new beanty will naturally 
take place of her whose charms begm t^ de- 
cline; thus the ardors of love will be supplied 
with perpetual fuel; and upon the same prin- 
ciple will the social joys of friendship be unre- 
mitting. I considered the world as a flower 
garden, the product of which was to deh'ght my 
senses for a certain season. The bloom is not 
made to last, thought I, but it will be succeeded 
by a fresh blow, whose sweetness and variety 
will equal the former, and intirely obliterate 
them from my memory. I thought not, alas ! 
that before the spring ended, a ciuel blast might 
suddenly destroy my fairest flower. 

Would you, my lord, said Hasem, if it were 
in your power, absolve your genius from his 
promise, seeing your life mnst be perpetually 
subject to such misfortunes ? 

Not so ndther, answered Nourjahad ; time is 
a never-foiling remedy for grief; I shall get over 
this, and be better prepared against the next as- 
«*ult of evil. 
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In«iect; ffiooiiJkdbAd kept hb word, sind soon 
ntimied to hM ftmer way of livbg. 

He had the wottificatioii, however, to find 
Mnuelf still a piboiier. Hasem told him that 
(he Aultan had liot yet taken off the restraint, 
uuddr vifhidi he had formerly laid him; and 
whether it was through forgetfulness or designi 
the guards still niaintained their posts about his 
house, lids Nouijahad was himself conviuoed 
of, bjroeeiDg them from his windows. 

It is strangey sakl he, ^t ScJMinzeddtn 
should retain his resentment against me for so 
long a time ; especially as he might have been 
convinced of the truth of what I asserted, by 
the exti«ordinary state m which I have lain all 
this while. You forget, my lord, saki Hasem, 
that this was an absdute secret, no one from 
under your own roof knowing a word of tii6 
matter. Such was Mandana's last injunctions, 
and your iaithfid servants never divulged a 
tittle of it. 

Did not my friends come to visit me, nid 
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Nou^jaliady during that interval in which I atept ? 
Thoie whom you criled your friendly mswered 
Hasem, cane as usual, during the first miwA of 
your dormant state ; but beii^ leAised adarit- 
tance, under pretence that your health was &• 
much declined, that you were not in a condition 
to receive them, they soon desisted from their 
visits; and finding thby could no more be enter- 
tained with feastii^ and joUity, tiiey have never 
since inquired after you. 

Ungrateful wretches! said Nouijahad ; least 
them off for ever. Yet it is an irksome tiiii^ to 
live without friends. Yon Hasem are a jMnident 
«nd honest man, but still you are ray servant; 
I cannot therefore oonsoder you on that footii^ 
i>f equality which friendship requires. There 
is ane man, said Hasem, who has shewn himsdtf 
grateful and compassionate; and tiiose two 
vivtiaes never come alone, but are ever found 
attended witb many others. Oh name him, 
said Nouijahad. It is Zamgiad, replied Hasem, 
that officer of the sultan's whom you once ob- 
Ugadby a tnfling present of a ring; he never 
fiab acadiig every day to aqaire tiHer >our 
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weUare. Nay, he has often called himself, and 
expressed an honest sorrow for the ill state of 
health to which I told him you were reduced; 
tenderly blaming the sultap for hb rigorous con- 
finement of you. 

Worthy Zamgrad, said Nourjahad, thou, thou 
alone shalt be the chosen friend of my heart ; 
the rest of my worthless acquaintance I from 
this minute discard. 

I will write to • Schemzeddin, pursued he; 
{lerhaps he m&y now relent and restore me to 
my liberty. I long to shift the scene, and re- 
move to some place where Mandana's image 
may not be so often revived in my memory. 
Wert thou not, Hasem, about to procure for 
me a noble seat in the country, which I was 
going to take a view of that day on which the 
good Zamgrad came to carry me before the 
.sultan ? If I might but retire thither, I should 
think myself happy. 

Alas, my lord, replied Hasem, that fine seat 
cannot now be your's. You may remember I 
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made only a condhioaal agreement with the 
owner of it^ depending on your approbation of 
the place after your having seen it. I recollect 
it^ said Nourjahad, but may it not still be mine? 
By no means, answered Hasem ; the owner has 
long since disposed of it to another. 

That is unlucky, said Nouijahad; but we can 
easily find another. Be it your care to look out 
for one, whilst I endeavour to move the sultan 
in my favour. 

Hasem was not slow in executing his master's 
orders. In three days he told him he had seen 
a villa, which seemed ' to him to surpass all the 
descriptions of Eden in its primary state of 
beauty. It is but at the dbtance of ten leagues 
from Ormxa, said he. The house and gardens 
are in complete order, and you may purchase the 
whole for £% thousand pieces of gold. The 
sultan himself hath not in his possession any thing 
more delightful. I will have it, said Nourjahad : 
Get the money ready, you have the keys of my 
totkn, and they contain more than that sum. 
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My iofdy amireied Haseniy when yen hist saw 
tfaeoi they did contain mucbnere; butyouw^ 
he pleased to leooUect that it is above fom 
yean sincei and that yo w hoos^old has bees 
Maintained dnrinif that liaM; wUch, notwith- 
standing I ham Med the utmost economy, mnst 
needs have somewhat diminished your treasury. 
i had forgot, replied Nourjahad, but I will soon 
mpply you with the gold you want 

Accordingly he paid a visit to the subterra- 
neous cave that very night ; where finding every 
dung as he had left it, he leaded himself with a 
quantity ef gold, sufficient to prevent the ne- 
cessity of drawing from has hidden store of 
wealth for a considerable time. 

Intent now on the pursuit of his pleasures, he 
. neglected not applying to the sultan for a repeal, 
or at least a mitigation of his sentence. He writ 
to Schemzeddin a letter in terms fiill of humility; 
tiiinking if he could remove his incredulity by 
convincing him that the extraordinary fact he 
had rdated, was nothing more than the truth, 
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Aat the sultan would no Imiger deny him hk 
liberty. He scrupled not to acquaint him, that 
he had been for more than four years in a pro.- 
found sleep, for the confirmation of which fact, 
strange as it might seem to his majesty, he de- 
sired leave to appeal to every one of his own 
household, and conjured the sultan to take the 
trouble of informing himself more fully from 
some of his people, whom he might cause to be 
brought into his presence and privately examined , 
as he confessed he did not wisli to have so un- 
common an event divulged. 

Nourjahad from this expedient had great 
hopes of obtaining his desire; but the event 
turned out contrary to bis expectations. 

« 

Zamgrad two days after brought him an 
answer from the sultan in writing : Nourjahad 
laid the paper on his head, then kissing the seals, 
he broke them open, and read as follows. 

^ I have not been unmindful of thy motions, 
^md I was (rieased to hear from time to time, 
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that tot these four years past, order and decenej^ 
haire been preserved m thy dwelliDg. I flatteied 
nyself that this was ewing to thy having re- 
turned to a sense of thy duty. But my hope 
deceived me, when I found that Nouijahad was 
by a vident malady which seiied him (doubtless 
tbe effects of his intemperance) disqualified from 
indulging in those excesses in which he was 
wont to riot. 

^ This TisitatioB from heaven, I thought 
would have produced salutary effects on thy 
mindy and hoped if the angel of health were 
again to revisit thy pillow^ that thou wouldst 
audke a different use of thy recovered strength. 
How must my indignation then be roused against 
thee, abandoned as thou art to perdition, to find 
thou persistest in thy enormous folly and wick- 
edness ; and continuest to abuse the patience of 
jthy benefactor and sovereign master, vrith sach 
unparalleled £iisehoods. A piinoe less merdfiil 
than myself, would no longer delay to punish 
thee with death : but I give thee thy wretched 
life. Spend it if thou canst in penitence. Nay, 
I will so far indulge thee, as to |)ermit thee, for 
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tbe miwe perfeel leoovery of 0iy health, to nfiM 
to thy hoHie hi th^ country; hut at the peri of 

tiiy head preiwne not to itir heuNMid the booBd^ 
of thy own habitation/' 



nam too late foimd his error in en- 
deavBurmg to ibice belief of a thing which api- 
pearad so ineradiUe; and wuhed he had rather 
availed hiattdf of the sultan's prepossessions in 
ftvour of the story propagated by hb servants, a^ 
he found that would have been tlie wiser oourse* 

What a wofld is this, said he to Zamgrad, 
Rafter having read thc^ letter) wheie he who 
ought to be jUie rewarder of truth, and the dis* 
penser of justiee, shuts his ears against oonvic- 
tton, and condemns an innocent man for endea* 
vouring to set him right ? But I will not involve 
you in the punishment imposed on my imaginary 
gfnlt, by iequiring your belief of what I have in 
vain endeavoured to cowinoe the iacDedulous 
Schemseddin. 

I know not, my lord, replied Zaangrad, what 
has passed iietween Ae sidtan and you; of this 
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oidy I am 'cettian, that he seems exceedingly 
enraged agaiinst you. I would it were in my 
power, from the respect I bear you, to mit^te 
hb resentment. ^ 

I ih»vk tiiee, gentie Zamgrad, said Nour- 
jahad ; I find thou, of all my numerous acquaint- 
ance, art the only man who has shown any 
attachment to me. If the friendship of one 
labouring under the dbpleasure of his prince, 
be worth thy accepting, I offisr thee mine, and 
conjure thee to grant me yours in return. The 
base ingratitude I have alrea% experienced 
from the rest of my pretended friends, has 
determined me to disclaim all society with them : 
if thou wilt sometimes visit me in my retirement, 
thou wilt find Nourjahad not undeserving of 
thy kindness. 

Zamgrad promised to see him as oflten as he 
could, and took his leave. 

However vexed Nourjahad was at his disap- 
pointment, in finding himself, by being still de- 
baned of his liberty, deprived for a time at 
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hmt fy%m exectttiog tmt ei hks fieroorite pui^ 
poses, thai of (nijidliiig all o¥ei the wovld^ he 
3^ cQoiciited Umsdf with the seflecticM, that 
this iMrqject was only postponed to auothev pp- 
portunky ; and tlmt he should have time enough 
for execiituig his design, after Schemzeddin 
and many of hk postecity weve in their gcave& 
I will npt waste my hoars, said he, in fruitless 
laoguishineQt for what I cannot at present attam, 
hut make the most of the good which now o&m 
ifadf to my aeceptanoe. 

He ordered Hasem to pay down the money 
forthwith, for that fine seat: I will removt 
thither, said he, immediately ; and make myself 
some reoompease by aU the means Uiat art can 
devise, for that cruel long trance, which over«- 
powered me so unseasonably : I hope I diall mot 
be visited by another for these fifty or sixty 
yeais at least. 

Hasem's difigenpe kq[>t pace with his lord's 
impatiraee: he got every thing in readiness for 
his reception at Ms nnral mamion : and to avoid 
the notioe wfaidi migfat be taken of so numerous 
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a aen^f and such a train of domestics, the 
pnident Hasem advised that they should set out 
and travel by night This precaution, said 
he, will prevent the malice of your enemies 
from making ill-natured representations of your 
conduct to the sultan ; and as you yourself are 
siqpposed by every body in Ormuz to have la- 
boured under a long and painful illness, I think, 
to give colour to this report, it would be most 
advisable for you to be carried in a litter. As 
Nou]jahad loved his ease, he readily enough 
consented to this proposal, and in this manner 
suffered himself to be conveyed to his new 
habitation. 

On his arrival he found Hasem had not ex- 
aggerated in his description of this place. The 
house, or rather palace, for 9ucli it might be 
called, infinitely exceeded his expectations ; but 
above all, the gardens were so delicious, that his 
senses were ravished with delight. He declared 
that those mansions of joy prepared for the 
reception of tbe faithful, could not exceed them; 
and forgetting that this paradise was to be his 
prison, he ordered that a pavilfen of li^t bro- 
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cade should be reared for him in the midst of 
his garden, where he purposed to enjoy the 
cool hours of the evening, amidst the noise of 
falling waters, and the wild notes of innumerable 
birds, who had taken up their residence in this 
terrestrial paradise. 

Behold him now once more, in the posses- 
sion of every thing, for which the heart of man, 
in the wildest wishes of Epicurean phrensy, 
could pant. He gave the reins to his passions ; 
he again became the slave of voluptuous ap- 
petites: he submitted a second time to the 
power of beauty; he invented new modes of 
luxury; and his delightful abode became the 
scene of every licentious pleasure. 

. The delicacies and profusion in which he 
himself wallowed, made him forget that there 
ivere wants or miseries amongst his fellow-crea- 
tures; and as he had but little intercourse with 
mankind, except with those who iattered his 
follies, or administered to his loose pleasures, 
he became hardened to all the social affections. 
He ceased to relieve the poor^ because they 



72 

never came in his way; and wilh^a heart na- 
turally generous and beneToleut, he lited only 
for himself. 

Immersed in sensual gratifications, he lost all 
relish for any others. The poets and fifeiges 
whom he entertained in his house, began to grow 
irksome to him. He derided the wisdom and 
philosophy of the latter; and if they attempted 
to entertain him with learned or grave discourses^ 
he laughed at them; and at length tlmdiing 
their company tedious, he turned them out of 
ibis house. 

His bards would have shared the same fate, 
if they had not by a timely address rendered 
their art subservient to his depraved inclinations. 
They composed nothing but pieces filled with 
adulationOn himsdf, or light tersea in* praise of 
one or other of his nistresses;- these were set 
to melting urs, and sung aoeoalpanifid by Ike 
late. 

m 

Thus did Nouijahad pass his days. Every 
ffiiillg sun bdield some fresh oHti^^ oo the laws 
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of temperance and decency; and the shades 
of every night descended on his unatoned of-' 
fences. 

The delightful season of the year, winged 
with pleasures, was now almost fled, when one 
of the most extravagant projects came into the 
head of Nourjahad, that ever entered the imagi- 
nation of man. 

As the gardens of his palace .were exceedingly 
delicious, he vainly fancied that they must be 
very like the regions of paradise (where all good 
Mussulmen are received after death), and that 
in order to make the resemblance perfectly com- 
plete, he would cause the women of his seraglio 
to personate the Houriis ; those beautiful virgins 
who are given as a reward to all true believers. 
He himself would needs represent Mahomet ; 
and one of his mistresses whom he loved best, 
and who was indeed the handsomest of them, 
he would have to appear imder the name and 
character of Cadiga, the favourite wife of the 
great Prophet. 



\ 



74 

The idea, wild, and profane as it was, was 
notwithstanding readily adopted by all the peo- 
ple aboat him, no one presuming to dispute his 
will. Nor were the women on this occasion 
much inclined to do so, as it served them for a 
very agreeable amusement. 

Some debates however arose amongst them 
on account of the dresses proper to be worn on 
thb occasion ; as none of them remembered to 
have read in the Koran what sort of habits the 
Hourns wore; and some of the ladies gave it as 
tiieir opinion that those beauties went naked. 

After many dbputes on the subject, however, 
they struck a sort of medium, and agreed to be 
attired in loose robes of the thinnest Persian 
gauze, with chaplets of flowers on their heads. 

Nourjahad approved of. the invention, and 
gave orders to Haseni to prepare for this ce-' 
lestial masquerade, with all possible diligence ; 
charging him to leave nothing out, that could 
render the entertainment worthy of Mahomet 
himself. 
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Neither art nor expense were spared on this 
extraordinary occasion. He gave command* 
ment that the fountains which adorned his 
garden should be so contrived, that instead of 
water, they should pour forth milk and wine ; 
that the seasons should be anticipated, and the 
early fragrance of the spring should be united 
with the more vivid colours of the glowing sum- 
mer. In short, that fruits, blossoms^ and flow- 
ers, should at once unite their various beauties, 
to embellish thb terrestrial paradise. 

The diligence of Hasem was so active, that 
every thing was got in readiness, even sooner 
than Nourjahad expected. He descended into 
his garden to take a survey of these wondrous 
preparations ; and finding, all exactly to his mind, 
he gave orders to his women to hold themselves 
prepared to act their parts; telling them that 
on that very evening he would give them a fore- 
taste of the ravishing pleasures they were to 
enjoy, in the happy regions of light. 

The weather was extremeiy hot, and Nour- 
jahad, in order to take a view of the magnificent 
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decorations, having fatigued himself with wan- 
dering through his elysinm, retired to his apart- 
ment, and threw himself down on a sopha, with 
mtent to take a short repose, the better to pre- 
pare himself for the excesses of the night : leav- 
ing orders with Hasem and Cadiga to awake 
him from sleep before sunset. 

- Nourjahad, however, opened his eyes without 
any one's having roused him from his slumbers ; 
when perceiving that the day was almost closed, 
and finding that hb commands had been neg- 
lected, he flew into a violent passion, suspecting 
that his women had prevailed on Hasem, to 
grant them this opportunity whilst he slept, of 
indulging themselves in liberties without that 
restraint to which they were accustomed in his 
presence. 

Enraged at the thought, he resolved to have 
them called before him, and after severely re- 
primanding them, and punishing Hasem propor- 
tionally to his fault, to have his women all locked 
up, and postpone his festivity till he was in a 
better humour to relish it. 



77 

Impatient, and even furious at his disappoint- 
menty he stamped on the floor with his foot; 
when immediately a black eunueh presented 
himself at the door. Go, said he, his words 
almost choaked with indignation, go and bid 
my women one and all hasten directly into my 
presence. 

The slave retired in respectful silence; and 
presently after all the ladies of his seraglio en- 
tered his apartment. They were, according to 
the custom, covered with vails, but on appearing 
in their lord's presence, they threw them off. 
But, oh heaven! what was Nourjahads anger 
and astonishment, when instead of the beautiful 
Hourib whom he expected to see, to behold a 
train of wrinkled and deformed old hags. 

Amazement and rage for a while suspended 
the power of speech : when the foremost of the 
old women approaching, and offering to embrace 
him, he thrust her rudely from him : Detestable 
fiend, said he, whence this presumption ? Where 
are my slaves? Where is Hasem? and the women 
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of my seraglio? The traitoresses ! they shall pay 
dearly for thus abnung my indulgence. ^ 

' Thie old women at this sdl fell upon their 
faces to the ground ; but the first who had ad- 
vanced addressing herself to speak, Ayaunt ! 
cried Nourjabad, begone wretches, and rid my 
sight of such hideous aspects. 

' Alas, my lord, replied the old woman, have 
you intirely forgot me ? has time left no traces 
lo remind you of your once beloved Cadiga? — 
Cadiga! thou Cadiga? do not provoke me, 
said Nourjaliad, or by Allah I'll spurn thee with 
my foot. 

The old women now all set up a lamentable 
cry. Miserable wretches that we are, said they, 
beatmg their withered breasts, it had been happy, 
for us if we had all died in our youth, rather 
than have thus outlived our lord's affections! 

■ Evil betide ye, said Nourjahad, who in the 
name of deformity'' are ye all? Hereupon the 
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beldames cried, out with one voice. Your luis-^ 
tresses ! the once admired and loved partners of 
your bed ; but the relentless hand of time has 
made such cruel ravage on our charms, that we 
do not wonder thou shouldst find it impossible 
to recollect us. 

Nourjahad now began to suspect that he had 
been overpowered by a second trance. Why, 
how long, in the devil's name, have I then slept? 
said he. 

Forty years and eleven moons, answered the 
lady who called herself Cadiga. Thou liest, I 
am sure, said Nourjahad, for it appears to me 
but as yesterday since! ordered thee (if thou 
really art Cadiga) to awake me at a certain 
hour, that I might enjoy the glorious entertain- 
ment prepared for me in the gardens of the 
Hourib. 

I do remember it, said Cadiga, and we your 
faithful slaves were to personate those beautiful 
virgins. Alas, alas ! we are not now fit to repre- 
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sent those daughters of paradise ! Thou art 
fitter, said-Nouijahad, to represent the Furies. 
I tell thee again, it cannot be many hours since 
I first fell into a slumber. 

It may well seem so, answered Cadiga, buried 
as your senses have been in forgetfulness, and 
every faculty consigned to oblivion, that the 
interval of time so past must be quite annihi- 
lated ; yet it is most certain that you have slept 
as long as I tell you. 

Nouijahad upon this examined the faces of 
the old women one after the other^ but finding 
them so totally different from what they once 
were, he swore that he did not believe a word 
they said. Thou Cadiga f said he^ the black- 
browed Cadiga, whose enchanting smiles be- 
. guiled all hearts ; thou art wondrously like her 
I confess! 

Yet that I am that identical fair one, an- 
swered she« I shall be able to convince you, 
from a remarkable signature which Ibear on 
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my bosom, and which still remaios, though the 
rest of my person is so entirely changed. 

Saying '*this, she uncovered her breast, on 
which the figure of a rose-bud was delineated 
by the hand of nature. Nourjahad well 
remembered the mark; he had once thought 
it a beauty, and made it the subject of an 
amorous sonnet, when the bosom of the fair 
Cadiga was as white and as smooth as ala- 
baster. 

Convinced by this proof, that these women 
were really what they pretended to be, Nour- 
jahad could not conceal his vexation. By tlie 
Temple of Mecca, said he, this genius of mhie 
is no better than he should be, and I begin to 
suspect he is little less than an evil spirit, or he 
could not thus take delight in persecuting me 
for uothiog. 

Ah, my lord, said Cadiga, I am not ignorant 
of the strange fete by which your life is governed. 
Hasem, your feithful Hasem, communicated the 
secret to me with his dying breath. Is Hasem 
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dead? cried Nourjahad. He is,, my lord, an- 
swered Cadiga, aod so is the worthy Zamgrad. 
What b become of my son, &aid Nourjahad ? I 
hope he lias not shared the same fate. It were 
better that he had, replied Cadiga, for it is now 
some five and twenty years since he ran away 
from the governor, in whose hands the wise 
Hasem had placed him for his education ; and 
having in vain endeavoured to prevail on that 
honest man to bury you, that giving out you 
were deceased, he might take possession of all 
your wealth, finding he could not succeed in 
h'ls unnatural design, he took an opportunity of 
breaking open your cabinet, and securing all 
the treasure he could ^nd, stole secretly away, 
and has never been heard of since. 

Ungrateful viper ! exclaimed Nourjahad ; and 
thou cruel genius, thus to imbitter a life, which 
was thy own voluntary gift ; for thou camest to 
me unasked. 

Had not, proceeded Cadiga, myself and the 
rest of your women consented to give up all 
our jewels to Hasem, who turned them into 
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money, we must long ere this have been reduced 
to want; for your unworthy son stripped you 
of all your wealth ; but Hasem conducted every 
thing with the same regularity and care as if 
you had been awake, discharging such of your 
domestics as he thought unnecessary, and re- 
placing such as died in your service; and it is 
not many days since the good old man was him- 
self siunmoned away by the angel of death. 

Tell me, said Nourjahad, does Schemzeddin 
still live ? 

He docs^ replied Cadiga, but bending under 
the weight of age and infirmities, he is become 
80 intolerably peevish that no one dares speak 
to him. Indeed he is at times so fantastical and 
perverse, that it is secretly wliispcred he is not 
perfectly in his senses. It may very well be, 
said Nourjahady that he is doating by this time, 
for he cannot be much less than seventy years 
old. The genius has in this article been faith- 
ful to his promise ; for I, though nearly of the 
same age, find myself as vigorous and healthy 
«s ever^ but I give him little thanks for this. 
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seeing he has defrauded me of such an uncon- 
scionable portion of my life. 

My lord, said Cadiga, there is one circum- 
stance which may in some measure reconcile you 
to what has already happened. You know, by 
the severity of the sultan, you have been the 
greatest part of your days. a prisoner; which 
condition, however it might have been alleviated 
by the pleasures which surrounded you, must 
nevertheless have by this time grown exceed- 
ingly irksome, had you all the while been sen- 
sible of your restraint; and you would now 
probably have been so palled with the repeti- 
tion of the same enjoyments, that I , kuow not 
whether your good genius has not, instead of 
cruelty, shown an extreme indulgence, in ren- 
dering you for such a number of years uncon- 
scious of your misfortune; especially as the 
sultan, by what I learned from Hasem, has, 
notwithstanding the length of time since he first 
deprived you of your liberty, never reversed the 
barbarous sentence. 

What thou hast said has some colour, replied 
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Nourjahad, and I am very much inclined to 
think thou hast hit upon the truth. Sage Ca- 
diga, pursued he, what thou hast lost in beauty, 
thou hast gained in wisdom ; and though I can 
no longer regard thee with tenderness, I will 
still retain thee in my service, and constitute 
thee governess over my female slaves; for I 
must have my seraglio supplied with a new race 
of beauties. For the rest of those hags, as I do 
not kuow of any thing they are now good for, 
I desire to see them no more. Be gone, said 
he to them, I shall give orders to Cadiga con- 
cerning you. 

When Nourjahad was left alone, he began 
seriously to reflect on his condition. How un- 
happy I am, said he, thus to find myself at once 
deprived of every thing that was dear to me; 
my two faithful friends, Hasem and Zamgrad, 
all the blooming beauties of my seraglio, who 
used to delight my eyes ; but above aU, my sod, 
whose ingratitude and crudty pierces me more 
deeply than all. my other losses; and that rigid 
spirit who presides over my life, to take advan- 
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tage of diMe hoon of insensibility, to deprive 
maof aU my cooifiwts! Yet why do I reproach 
ny piotector for that? the same ills might have 
bdallen me, had the progress of my life been 
conducted by the common laws of nature. I 
must have seen the death of my friendsy and 
they might possiMy have been snatched from 
me in a manner equalfy sudden and surprisbg 
as their loss now i^ipeais.^ 

My women, had I seen them every day, must 
neeessarOy by thb time have grown old and 
disgustful to me ; and I should certainly before 
now, have discarded two or three generations 
of beauties. My son too would, in his heart, 
have been the same thankless and perfidious 
creature tiiat he has now shown himself, had 
the eye of watchful authority been constancy 
open on his conduct; and there is only this 
diierence, perhaps, between me and every other 
parent, that I have lived to see my offspring 
trampling on filial duty, riotoudy seizing on my 
wealth, leaving my family to poverty, and not 
so much as bestowing a grateful thought on him 
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who gave him being, and by whose spoils he is 
euriched ; whilst other fetliers, deceived by a 
specious outside, in the full persuasion jdf the 
piety, justice^ and affection of their children, 
have descended to the grave in peace, whilst 
their heirs, with as little remorse as my grace- 
less child, have laughed at their memories. 

I see it is in vam, proceeded he, to escape the 
miseries that are allotted to human life. Fool 
that I was to subject myself to them more by 
ten thousand £bld than any other can possibly 
experience! But stop, Nourjahad, how weak 
are thy complaints? thou knowest the condi- 
tions of thy existence, and that thou must of 
necessity behold the decay and dissolution of 
every thing that is mortal ; take comfort then, 
and do not imbitter thy days by melancholy re- 
flections, but resolve for the future to let no 
events disturb thy peace, seize every fleeting 
joy as it passes, and let variety be thy heaven, 
for thou seest there is nothing permanent. 

As Nourjahad was never used, but on occa- 
sions of distress, , to make use of his reason or 
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philosophy, he no sooner found an alleviation 
of the evil, than he put them both to flight, as 
impertinent intruders. He did not therefore 
long disturb himself with disagreeable reflec- 
tions, but resolved as soon as possible to return 
to those pleasures which he thought constituted 
the felicity of man^ life. 

He gave himself but little concern about 
those treasures of which his son had robbed 
him, knowing he had an inexhaustible fund of 
wealth, of which, agreeably to the genius's pro- 
mise, he could not be deprived. 

From Cadiga he learnt that his house at 
Ormuz was in the same condition he bad left 
it ; Hasem having taken care to place a diligent 
and faithful servant there, on whom he might 
rely with equal security as on himself; and he 
had the farther precaution, added Cadiga, not 
long before his death, to solicit, through Zam- 
grad's means, the sultan's permission for your 
return thither. This, said he, may be necessary 
in case our lord awakes before Schemzeddin's 
decease, and should have a desire to quit this 
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place, he may do it without the trouble of a 
fresh application. 

And has the sultan granted this? cried Nour- 
jahad. 

He has, answered Cadiga, as a matter of 
great indulgence : for having, as he said, heard 
that your profusion was unbounded, finding 
there were no hopes of reclaiming you, he had 
determined to con&ie you for the remainder of 
your life, with this liberty however, that you 
might make choice either of this palace or your 
house at Ormuz for your prison. 

Fool, cried Nourjahad, he little imagines how 
impotent are his threats, when he speaks of con- 
fining me for life ! I would however he were 
dead, that I might be rid of this irksome re- 
straint; but it cannot last much longer, for the 
days of Schemzeddin must needs draw towards 
a period. I will not, meanwhile, bestow any 
farther thought on him, but avail myself of that 
liberty which he has allowed me, and return to 

h2 
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Ormuz ; fbr I am weary of this solitude, seeitig 
I have lost every tbiog that could render my 
retirement agreeable. 

Do thou» said he, see that every thing is pre- 
pared for my reception. I would have my 
seraglio filled once mor^, otherwise my house, 
when I enter it, 'will appear a desert to me^ and 
I shall be at a loss how to divert the tedious 
hours which may yet remain of my confinement. 
I will depend on thy experience and skill in beau- 
ty, to make choice of such virgins, as you think 
will well supply the place of those I have lost. 

I have a fiiend, said Cadiga, a merchant, who 
deals in female slaves ; and he has always such 
a number, that it will be easy to select from 
amongst them some whose charms cannot fail 
to please you. I will order him to repair to 
your house, and bring with him a collection of 
the rarest beauties he has in his possession ; you 
may then choose for yourself. 

Be it so, said Nourjahad, I leave the conduct 
of every thing to thee; if I approve of the 
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damsels, I shall not scropk at any price for 
their purchase. 

The day being come for his return to Ormuz, 
full of pleasing eagerness to behold the divine 
creatures which he was told waited hb arrival, 
he set out with a splendid equipage, but had 
the mortification to belx^d his diariot sun*ound- 
ed by a party of the sultan's guards, with drawn 
sabres in their hands, to repress the curiosity of 
those who might approach the chariot, to gaze 
at tiie person who was conducted in so unusual 
a manner. 

« 
I could well excuse this part of my retinue, 

said Nouijahad, as be passed along, but there is 

no resisting the commands of this whimsical old 

fellow Schemzeddin. Being thus conducted to 

his house, the guards as before posted them- 

seKes round it. 

However chagrined Nourjahad was at thb 
circumstance, ' he was resolved it should not 
interrupt hb pleasures. 
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He haad the yeung slaves^ whom Cadiga had 
prepared ail waitiiig his arrival. They were 
richly dothed^ and standing together in a row, 
m a long gallery through which he was to pass. 
On his enterii^, the mefcfaant to whom they 
belooged» ordered the women to unveil. 

Koinjahad examined them one after the 
other, but none of them pleased him. One had 
features too large, and another's were too small ; 
the complexion of Uiis was not brilliant, and 
the air of that wanted softness; this damsel 
was too tall, and the next was ill proportioned^ 

Dost thou call these beauties? said Nourja- 
had, angrily. By my life they are a pack of as 
awkward damseb as ever I beheld. 

Surely, my lord, cried the merchant, you do 
not speak as you think. These young maids 
are allowed by all good judges to be the most 
perfect beauties that ever were seen in Persia : 
the sultan himself has none equal to them in his 
seraglio. 
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I tell thee^ man, said Nourjahad, they are 
not worthy even to wait on those of whom I 
myself was formerly master. I know not that, 
my lord, answered the merchant, hut this 1 am 
sure of, that I can have any sum which I shall 
demand for tiieir purchase* Then thou must 
carry them to some other market, cried Nour- 
jahad, for to me they appear fit for nothing but 
slaves. 

Cadiga, who was present, now taking Nour- 
jahad aside, said. These, my lord, these damsels 
are less charming than those of which you were 
formerly possessed, but the taste for beauty is 
quite altered since that time : you may assure 
yourself that none will be offered to your ac- 
ceptance that will exceed these. Were I and 
my companions, whom you once so much ad- 
mired, to be restored to our youth again, we 
should not now be looked upon; such is the 
fentastic turn of the age. 

If this be so, said Nourjahad, I shaU be very 
unfashionable in my amours ; for the present, 
however, I shall content myself with some of 
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the most tolerable of these maidens, till I have 
time and opportunity of supplying myself with 
6^er. 

Saying this, he selected half a do2en of those 
young slaves, whom he thought the most agree- 
able, and having paid the merchant what he 
demanded for them, dismissed the rest. 

Nourjahad having now once more established 
Ins household, and perceiving thait these damsels 
upon a longer acquaintance were really amiable, 
expected to fiud lumself restored to his former 
contentment and alacrity of spirits. But m this 
be was deceived. He was seized with a lassi- 
tude that rendered his days tiresome. The 
vacancy he found in his heart was insupport- 
able. ' Surrounded by new faces, he saw nobody 
for whom he could entertain either love or 
friendship. This is a comfortless life, would he 
exclaim to himself, yet how often, during the 
date of ray existence, must this situation, me- 
lancholy as it is, recur to me. A friend shall 
no sooner be endeared to me by long experience 
of kindness and fidelity, without which it is im* 
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possible I should regard him ; than death will 
deprive me of him, as it has already done of 
Hasem and Zamgrad; and how many bright 
eyes am I doomed to see for ever closed, or 
what is as mortifying to behold^ their faded 
lustre. There is but one way, said he, to guard 
against those evils: I will no more contract 
friendships amongst men« nor ever agam aufkr 
my mind to be subdued by female charms. I 
will confound all distinction by variety, nor 
pmnit one woman to engross my heart; for I 
find by sad eiqserieuce, even after such an amaz- 
ing length of time, that the bare idea of my 
dear Mandana^ inspires me with more tender- 
ness, than ever I experienced from the fondest 
blandishments of all the beauties I have since 
possessed. 



• Nouijahad endeavoured to banbh those me- 
lancholy thoughts by others more agreeable; 
but he had no resources within himself. He 
had nothing to reflect on, from which he could 
derive any satisfoction. My life, said he, ap- 
pears like a dream t>f pleasure, that has passed 
away without leavii^ any substantial effects: 
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aod I am even already weary of it, though in 
fact, notwithstanding my advanced age, I have 
^oyed it but a short time, datmg from that 
period whence my immortality commenced. 

He tried to read to divert his distempered 
thoughts ; but from books he could receive no 
entertainment. If he turned over the pages of 
philosof^ersy mpraUsts, or expounders of the 
mysteries of his religion. What have I to do 
with thy tedious lessons, or dry precepts ? said 
iie. Thou writest to men hke thyself, subject 
to mortality; thou teachest them how to hve, 
that they may learn how to die ; but what is 
this to me? As I am not subject to the latter, 
thy advice can be of little use to me in regard 
to the former. 

He had next recourse to the poets ; but their 
works gave him as little pleasure as the others. 
Absorbed as he had been in the grosser plea- 
sures of sense, he had lost those fine feelings, 
which constitute that delicate and pleasing per- 
ception we have, of such images, as are ad- 
dresssed to the heart. He knew the &llacy 
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aiid eveo essence of all sensual enjoyments ; and 
to the most warm descriptions of love, and the 
most pathetic pictures of grief, he was equally 
insensible. 

Poor wretches! said be, on reading a fine 
elegy written by a lover on the death of his 
mistress, doomed as thou wert to a short span 
of life, and a narrow circle of enjoyments, thou 
magnifiest every thing within thy confined 
spliere. One single object having engrossed 
thy whole heart, and inspired thee with tran- 
sports, thou dost immortalize her charms. Her 
death (despairing to supply her place) filled thy 
eyes with tears, and taught thee to record thy 
own sorrows with her praises. I partake not of 
thy pleasures or thy pains ; none but such as 
are liable to the same fate can be afiected by 
thy sentiments. 

When he read of the death of heroes and 
kings, and the destruction of cities, or the revo- 
lution of empires. How circumscribed, said he, 
is the knowledge of a paltry historian! who is 

I 
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at the pains of collecting tlie scanty materials 
wliich a life of forty or ii% years perhaps affords 
him, and then he makes a mighty parade of 
learning, with the poor pittance for which he 
has been drudging all his days. How infinitely 
superior will my fund of information be, who 
shall myself be an eye-witness to events as ex- 
traordinary as these, and numbered a thousand 
tim^ over ; for doubtless the same things which- 
have happened, wUl happen again. What cu- 
riosity can you incite in me, who shall in&llibly 
see tlie same chain of causes and effects take 
plaee over and over again, in the vast round of 
eternity. 

The accounts of traveller:), descriptions of 
the manners and customs of various countries, 
and books of geography, afforded him a little 
more entertainment. All these places, said he^ 
I shall visit in ray own proper person, and shall 
then be able to judge whether these accounts 
are just. 

Whilst he endeavoured to fill up the vaeuity 
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be found in liis mind, bis time was spent. at best 
but in a sort of insipid tranquillity. The volup- 
tuary has no taste for mental pleasures. 

He every now and then returned to his for- 
mer excesses, but he had not the same relish for 
them as before. Satiety succeeded every en- 
joyment. In vain did his slaves torture their 
mvention to procure new delights for him. The 
powers of luTLury were exhausted, and his appe- 
tites palled with abundance. 

He grew peevish, morose, tyrannical ; cruelty 
took possession of his breast ; he abused his 
women and beat his slaves, and seemed to enjoy 
no satisfaction but that of tormenting others. 

In vain did the prudent Cadiga, who had stitl 
some little influence over him, expostulate with 
him on the enormity of his behaviour. 

How darest thou, said he, presume to dictate 
to thy master, or to censure his conduct ! To 
whom am I accountable for my actions? To 
God and our prophet, answered Cadiga, with 
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a boldness that provoked Nourjabad's wratii. 
Thou liest, said be, as I am exempt from death, 
I never can be brought to judgment, what then 
have I to fear from the resentment, or hope 
from the favour of the powers whom thou 
namest? 

But hast thou no regard, said Cadiga, for the 
laws of society, nor pity for the sufferings of 
thy fellow-creatures, whom thou makest to 
groan every day under thy cruelty ? 

Foolish woman, said Nourjahad, dost thou 
talk to me of laws, who think myself bound by 
none? Civil and religious laws are so inter- 
woven, that you cannot pluck out a single 
thread without spoiling the whole texture, and 
if I cut the woof, thinkest thou that I will spare 
the weft, when I can do it with impunity ? Tlie 
privilege of immortality which 1 enjoy, would 
be bestowed on me to little purpose, if I were 
to suffer the weak prejudices of religion, in 
which I am no way concerned, to check me in 
any of my pursuits. And what can the feeble 
laws of man do? My life they cannot reach. 
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Yet thou art a prisoner notwithstandiiig; an- 
swered Cadiga. Tme, replied Nourjahati but 
even in my confinements I have surfdted.with 
delights. Schemzeddin's death must <ooD.give 
me that liberty, which considering thtf*Htfce of 
uncontrouled freedom I have before me; I do 
not now think worth attempting. I shall then 
expatiate fineely all over the globe ; meaowiiile 
I tell thee, woman, I am weary of the dull round 
of reiterated enjoyments wliich are provided 
for me; my sensual appetites are doy^ J 
have no taste for intellectual pleasures, and^ I 
must have recourse to those which gratiff the 
malevolent passions. 

Thou art not fit to live! cried Cadiga, with a 
warmth of which she had cause to repent ; for 
Noorjahad, enraged at her reply, plucked 'a 
poniard firom hb girdle, Go tell thy prophet so, 
said he, and plunged it into the side of the un- 
fortunate slave, who fell at his feet weltering in 
blood. 

The brutal Nourjahad, so far from being 

i2 
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Biovtd' ifjth this spectacle, turned from her with 
indi^rence, and quitting the chamber, entered 
the .apartments of hb womep, to whom with 
barbiyrpus mirth he- related what he had done. 



'*> 



'fbdugh he had now lost all relish for deli- 
cate pll^asures, or even for the more gross en- 
joyifients of sense, he nevertheless indulged liim- 
Bel£ in them to excess; and knowing he was 
' not tibcountable to any ^e for the death of his 
slaviE^ he thought no more of Cadiga ; but after 
a.da^ spent in extravagant debauchery sunk to 
r<c^^. 



• *•* 



But his eyes were opened to a different scene 
frotp that on which he had closed them. He 
no, sooner awoke than he perceived a man sit- 
tuj!g at hb bedVfoot, who seemed to be plunged 
in sorrow; he leaned pensively on hb arm, 
holding a handkerchief before hb eyes. 

What mockery b this, said Nourjahad, didst 
thou suppose me dead, and art thou come to 
mourn over me? 
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Ncft so, my lord, replied the man, I knew that 
you still lived ;- but the sultan is dead, the good 
Schemseddin is no more ! I am glad of it, re- 
lied Noarjahad, I shall now obtain my liberty. 
Who then is to rdgn in Ormuz? Doubtless, 
■my lord, answered the man, the prince Schemer- 
sad, the eldest son of Schemzeddin. Thou 
ravest, cried Nourjahad, Schemzeddin has no 
son. Pardon me, my lord, said the man, the 
sultana Nourmahal was delivered of this princie 
the very hotir on whidi the unfortunate Cadiga 
died by your hand. Thou art insolent, replied 
Nourjahad, to mention tliat circumstance ; but 
if so, we have indeed got a very young succes- 
sor to the throne. My lord, answered the 
man, Schemerzad is allowed to be one of the 
most accomplished and wise young princes in 
all Persia. That is marvellous, cried Nourja- 
had, bursting into a fit of laughter, a sultan of 
four and twenty hours old must needs be won- 
derously wise and accomplished. Nay, ray lord, 
replied the man, the prince is this day exactly 
twenty years of age. 

<Nouijabad, on hearing this, looked in the 
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ftce of the mao, whom, from his dreas, supposing 
he had bfsen one of bb slaves, he had not re- 
§arded before, but now perceived he was a 
ftranger.) (Twenty years old ! cried he, starting 
iip^ thou dost not tdi me-^l . Most certain^ said 
.the man. ScbeouBeiddin was so hr advanced in 
years before the birth of the prince, that he de- 
impaired of ever having a child; yet had the 
'righteous monarch, the satisfti^ion to see his 
'beloved son arrive at manhood, and adorned 
with such virtues as made him worthy to fill his 
iather's fJirone. When did. the old sultan die? 
cried Nourjahad. His funeral obsequies were 
performed last night, answered the man, and the 
people of Ormuz have not yet wiped the tears 
from their eyes. It should seem then, said 
Kourjahad, that I have slept about twenty 
years! if so, prithee, who art thou? for I do 
not remember ever to have seen thy face be- 
fore. 

My name, answerexl the stranger, is Cozro> 
and I am the brother of Cadiga, that fiuthful 
creature whom thy uugovemed fury deprived 
of life. How darest thou mention her again ? 
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cried Nourjahad, art thou not afraid to share 
the same &te thyself for thy presamption ? 

I do not value my life, answered Cozro; 
having acquitted myself well of my duty here, 
I am sure of my reward in those blessed man- 
sions, where avarice, luxury, cruelty, and pride, 
can never enter. Strike then, Nourjahad, if 
thou darest; dismiss me to endless and unin- 
terrupted joys, and live thyself a prey to re- 
morse and disappointment, the slave of passions 
never to be gratified, and a sport to the vicissi- 
tudes of fortune. 

Nourjahad was confounded at the undaunted 
air with which Cozro pronounced these words ; 
he trembled with indignation, but had not cou- 
rage to strike the unarmed man who thus in- 
sulted him ; wherefore, disserabUng his anger, I 
see, said he, that thou partakest of thy sister 
Cadiga's spirit; but answer me. How camest 
thou hither, and in what condition are the rest 
of my family } I will tell thee, answered Cozro. 
When Cadiga found herself dying, she sent for 
gie: I was then a page to one of the emirs of 
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Schenmddin's court. She made me kneel by 
her bedside and take a solemn oatb, to perfom 
with fidelity and secresy what she should enjoin 
ne. She then told me tiie secret of yoor life, 
Mid conjured me- to watch and attend you caie- 
fttUy. I have hitherto, said she, had the con- 
duct of his house; do you supply my fdacey 
and do not. let Nouijahad, when he awakes 
from hb trance, be sensible ai the loss of the 
unfortunate Cadiga. 

She then called in your principal slaves, and 
delivering to me in their presence the keys with 
which you had eutrusted her, she told them 
they were henceforth to obey me, as they had 
done her. Tell my lord, said she to me, that I 
forgive him the death which his cruelty inflicted 
on a woman who loved him to the latest minute 
of her life. In prououncing these words, she 
expired. 

I knew not till then, pursued Cozro, that thou 
hadst been the murderer of my sister; but she 
was no sooner dead, than the slaves informed 
me of the manner of her death. My resent* 
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ment against thee was proportioned to the 
horror of thy guilt; and had I thrown myself 
at the feet of Schemzeddin, and implored jns- 
tioe on thy crimes, neither thy riches nor thy 
immortality would have availed thee, but thou 
wonldst have been condemned by a perpetual 
decree, to have languished out thy wretched ex- 
btence in a vile dungeon. 

And what hmdered thee, cried Nouijahad; 
from pursuing thy revenge, seeing I was not in 
a condition to resist thee ? My reverence for the 
oath I had taken, answered Cozro, and fear of 
ofiending the Ahn^hty ! 

Noivjahad, at this rqdy, was struck with a 
secret awe which he could not repel; he re- 
mained silent whilst Cosro proceeded. 

I obtained permission of the master whom I 
served, to leave him, and entered immediately 
on my new employment; but I found I had 
undertaken a difficult task. Thou hadst ren*!* 
dered thyself so odious to thy women, that 
not one of than retained the smallest degree of 
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love or fidelity towards tbee. In spite of nj 
vj^yaooe they made thy bated seraglio the soene 
of their iiulawM pleasures: and at length hai^ 
bribed the eunuchs who guarded them, they all 
in one night fled from thy deteifted walls, takiof 
irith them the slaves who had assisted them in 
their purpose. Pernicious spirit, exclaimed 
Nourjahad, are these the fruits I am to reap 
from thy fatal indulgence! The rest of your 
soranta, pursued Cozro, I endeavoured to keep 
within tlie bounds of tlieir duty. And how didst 
thou succeed ? cried Nomrjahad. But ill, replied 
Cozro ; they all declared that nothing could 
have induced them to stay so long with a master 
of so capricious and tyrannical a humour, but 
the luxury and idleness in which thou per- 
mittedst them to live ; and finding I managed 
your affairs with economy, they one after the 
other l^ft, your house ; neither promises nor 
threats having power to prevent those who 
stayed longest in thy service, from following 
the example of the first who deserted thee; so 
that I alone of all thy numerous household have 
remained faithful to thee : I, who of all others, 
had the most reason to abhor thee I But I have 
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now acquitted myself of the trust which was rcj- 
posed in me, and I leave thee as one condemned 
to wander in an unknown land, where he is to 
seek out for new associates, and to endeavour 
by the power of gold» to bribe that regard from 
men, which his own worth cannot procure for 
him. 

Unfortunate wretch that I am ! cried Nouirja^ 
had, pierced to the quick with what he had just 
been told, what benefit have I hitherto received 
from my long life, but that of feeling by miser- 
able experience, the ingratitude and frailty of 
man's nature. How transitory have been all 
my pleasures ! the recollection of them dies on 
my memory, like the departing colours of the 
rainbow, which fiides under the eye of the be- 
holder, and leaves not a trace behind. Whilst 
on tlie other hand, every affliction with which 
I have been visited, has imprinted a deep and 
lasting wound on my heart, which not even the 
hand of time itself has been able to heal. 

What have thy misfortunes been, said Cozro, 
that are not common to all the race of man f 
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OIl! I lave had umumerable gri^ aid Noun 
jabad. After a abort eiijoyinent (during 103^ 
iital slumbeis) tbe grave robbed me of Maii» 
dana, wbUst she was yet in the bloom of youth 
and beauty. I lamented her death, tears and 
heaviness of heart were my portion lor many 
days. Yet remembering that sorrow would not 
recal the dead, I suffered myself to be com- 
forted, and sought for consolation in the society 
of my other women, and the fond and innocent 
caresses of an in^int son, whom Mandana left 
me. Jcj and tranquillity revisitiMl my dwelling, 
and new pleasures courted my acceptance ; but 
they again eluded my graq», and in one night 
(for so it appeared to me) my son like an imna- 
tural viper, forgetting all my tenderness, plun- 
dered and deserted me. The two fkitbM 
friends in whom I most confided, had closed 
their eyes for ever; and the beauties of my se- 
raglio, whom 1 had last beheld fresh and charm- 
ing as the lilies of tbe field, I now saw deformed 
with wrinkles and bending under the infirmities 
of age. 

Yet these afflictions I surmounted; and re^ 
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solved once more to be ha|ipy. And wert thou 
so ? intemipted Cozro. No, replied Nouijahad, 
the treacheroas joys deceived me; yet I still 
looked forward with hope, but now awake to 
fresh disappointment. I iind myself abandoned 
by those whose fdhe professions of love had 
lulled me into security, and I rouse mysdf like 
a savage beast in the desert, whose paths are 
shunned by all the children of men. 

Nourjahad could not conclude this speech 

ivithout a groan, that seemed to rend his heart. 

• 

As thou art, said Cozro, exempt from punish- 
ment hereafter, dost thou think also to escape 
the miseries of this life? Mistaken man, know, 
that the righteous Bemg, whose ordinances thou 
deiiest, will even here take vengeance on thy 
crimes. And if thou wilt look back on thy past 
life, thou wilt find (for I have heard thy story) 
that every one of those several ills of which thou 
complaiuest, were sent as scourges to remmd thee 
of thy duty, and inflicted immediately after the 
commisMOA of some notorious breadi of it. 
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The ckath of Mandana was preceded by a 
brutal fit of drunkeimesSy by which, contrary to 
the laws of our prophet, thou sufferedst thyself 
to be overtaken. Then it was thy good genius, 
to punish thee, plunged thee into that tempo- 
rary deathy from which thou didst awake to 
grief and disappointment ; but thou madest no 
use of the admonition, but didst permit thyself 
to be again swallowed up by int^nperance : and 
not content' to tread the ordinary paths of vice, 
thou tumedst out of the road, to the commis- 
sion of a crime, to which thou couldst have no 
temptation, but the pride and licentiousness pf 
thy heart. Thy profanation of our holy re- 
ligion, in presuming to personate our great pro- 
phet, and make thy concubines represent the 
virgins of paradise, was immediately chastised as 
it deserved, by a second time depriving thee of 
those faculties, which thou didst prostitute to 
such vile purposes. 

The ills with which thou foundest thyself sur- 
rounded on awaking from thy trance, served to 
no othfer purpose than to stir up thy resentment 
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againsA tlie power who governed thy life. And 
instead of reforming thy wickedness, thou 
sougiitest out new ways of rendering thyself 
still more obnoxious to the wrdth of Heaven. 
In the wantonness of thy cruelty, thou stainedst 
thy hand in blood ; and that same night, were 
thy eyelids sealed up by the avenging hand of 
thy watchful genius, and thy depraved senses 
consigned for twenty years to oblivion! See 
then, continued Cozro, if a life which is to be a 
continued round of crimes and punishments in 
alternate successaon, is a gift worthy to be de- 
sired by a wise man? for assure thyself, oh 
Nourjahad! that by the immutable laws of 
heaven one is to be a constant concomitant of 
the other, ancl that either in this world or the 
next, vice will meet its just reward. 

Alas! replied Nourjahad, thou hast awakened 
in me a remorse oi whidi I was never sensible 
before; I look back with shame on the detested 
use I have made of those extraordinary gifts 
vouchsafed me by my guardian spirit 

What shaii^ I do, oh Ck>zrOy to expiate the 

K2 
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ofiences I have committed ^ For though I have 
so dread of punishment hereafter, yet does that 
ethereal spark within, inspire me with such 
horror for my fqrmer crimes, that all the vain 
ddights which this world can afford me, will 
not restore my mind to peace, till by a series of 
good actions I have atoned for my past offences. 

If thou art sincere in thy resolutions, replied 
Cozro, the means, thou knowest, are amply in 
thy power. Thy riches will enable thee to dif- 
fuse blessings amongst mankind, and thou wilt 
find more true luxury in that, than in all th^ 
gratifications wherewith tliou hast indulged tliy 
appetites. 

It shall be so, replied Nourjaliad ; my trea- 
sures shall be open to thee, thou venerable old 
man, and do thou make it thy business to find 
out proper objects, whereon charity and bene^ 
volence may exert their utmost powers. 

Inquire out every family in Ormuz whom ca- 
lamity. hath overtaken, and provided they did not 
bring on their distresses by their own wilful mis- 
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conduct, restore tfaem to prosperity. Seek out 
the helpless and the uinocent ; and by a timely 
supply of their wants, secure them against the 
attacks of poverty, or temptations of vice. 
Search for such as you think have talents which 
will render them useful to society ; but who, for 
want of the goods of fortune^ are condemned to 
obscurity; relieve their necessities, and enable 
them to answer the purposes for which nature 
designed them. Find out merit wherever it lies 
concealed, whether withheld from the light by 
diffidence, chained down and clogged by adver- 
sity, obscured by malice, or overborn by power; 
lift it up from the dust, and let it shine conspi<^ 
cuous to the world. 

Glorious task ! cried Cozro ; happy am I in 
being the chosen instrument of Nouijahad's 
bounty, and still more happy shall he be in 
seeing the accomplishment of his good designs. 

We must not stop here, said Nouijahad; I 
will have hospitals built for the reception of the 
aged and the sick; and my tables shall be spread 
for the refreshment of the weary traveller. No 



116 

tirtnidQs'lu^tioii shall pass by me unrewarded, 
and BO breach of the laws of temperance, justice, 
or mercy, shall escape unreproved. My own 
example, so far as it can influence, shall hence- 
ferth counteiianoe the one, and discourage the 
other. 

Blessed be the purpose of thy heart, said 
Cozro, and prosperous be the days of thy life ! 

Nouijahad now found the anxiety under which 
he had but a little before laboured, exceedingly 
relieved. My mind, said he, is much more at 
ease than it was ; let us not delay to put our 
design in execution. I will lead you to the 
place where my treasure is concealed, which I 
never yet discovered to any one. Saying this, 
he took Coa*o by the hand, and conducted hira 
to the cave. 

Thou seest here, said he, riches which can 
never be exhausted ; thou mayest perceive that I 
have not yet sunk a third part of one ofthese urns 
which contaiu my wealth ; yet have I with mon- 
strous profusion lavished away immense sums. 
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Five more such vms as these are yet untouched. 
Those six which thou seest on the right hand, 
contain wedges of the finest gold, which must 
be equal in value to the others. These six, 
which are ranged on tbe left, are filled with 
precious stones, whose worth must be iiies* 
timable : the wealth of Ormuz would not pur- 
chase a single handful Judge then, my friend, 
if I need be sparing in my liberaUty. 

Cozro expressed his astonishment at the sight 
of these wonders. If thou wouldst be advised 
by me, said he, thou wouldst secretly remove 
from Ormuz, and carry thy treasures with thee. 
Thou mayest deposit part of them in each of 
the different countries through which thou 
passest in thy progress all over the earth. By 
this mean9 thou mayest have it in thy power to 
distribute with more ease thy bounty wherever 
thou goest ; and be always provided with riches 
in what part soever of the world thou shalt 
choose for a time to take up thy residence. 
Thy long abode in this city will draw observa* 
tions on thee sooner or later ; and thy person 
not having undergone any change from lepgtli 
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of time, will bring on thee the sofqricion of 
magic ; for tradition will not foik to inform pos- 
terity of thy strange history. 

You connsel well^ replied Novijafaad ; as I am 
now at liberty, I will retire from Ormuz. Yon, 
my dear Cozro, shall accompany me ; your pru- 
dent counsel shall be my guide; and when I 
shall be deprived of you by death, 1 will still en« 
deavour to follow your wise precepts. 

Come, continued he, I am in haste to enter 
on my new course of life, let us both go into 
the city aud try to find out proper objects on 
which to exert our charity. I shall pass without 
observation, and unknown, as few of my oo- 
temporaries cau now be living, and I will not 
leave the country which gave me birth, without 
first making it feel the effects of that beneficence 
which thou hast awakened in my heart. 

Deserving of praise as thou art, said Cozro, 
thou for the present must suppress thy ardor to 
do good ; for though by the death of Schem- 
zeddm thou art no longer a prisoner, thou art 
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not nevertbeless yet at liberty to leave thy house. 
Why not? answered Nourjahad, who is there 
now to prevent me ? 

The young sultan, replied Cozro, deeply 
afflicted for the death of his father, and out of 
a pious regard to his memory, has given strict 
commandment, that all his subjects should ob- 
serve a solemn mourning for him, during the 
space of twenty days ; in which time all the 
shops, and places of public resort (except the 
mosques) are to be shut up, and no business of 
any kind transacted ; nor are any persons to be 
seen in the streets, excepting those who visit the 
sick, and the slaves who must necessarily be 
employed to carry provisions, on pain of the 
«ttltan's heavy di^leasuie. 

This edict was published yesterday, and the 
people of Ormuz all love the memory of Schem- 
zeddin, and the person of their present sultan 
too well, not to pay an exact obedience to it. 

If so, said Nouijahad, I will not by my ex- 
ample encourage others to infringe their duty; 
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yet as th6 relieving of the poor is in itself meiv 
torioiis, I would not wish to be withhekl from 
doing it so long as twenty days : how many vir- 
tuous people may be during that time pining for 
want! more especially as this prohibition must 
cut off all intercourse between man and mao» 
and deprive many poor wretches of the cha- 
ritable succour they might otherwise receive. 
I think therefore that thou, Cozro, in thy slave's 
habit, mayst go forth unsuspected; and by pri- 
vately seeking out, and alleviating the miseries 
of our fellow citizens, do an act of more real 
benefit, than can result from the strictest con- 
formity to this pageant of sorrow, which many 
in their hearts I am sure must condemn. 

Cozro approving of these sentiments, readily 
agreed to the expedient, and taking a large purse 
of gold with him to distribute as occasion might 
serve, immediately set out in order to execute 
his lord's commands. 

Nourjahad now entered on a total reforma- 
tion in his way of living. He rose at day-break, 
and spent the morning in study or meditation. 
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Luxury add intemperance were banbhed froni 
his board ; his table was spread with the plain- 
est dishes, and he wholly abstained from excess 
in wine. His slumbers were sweet, and he found 
his health more vigorous. 

I will no more, said he, enslave myself to the 
power of beauty. 1 have lived to see the decay 
of a whole seraglio of the fairest faces in Persia, 
and have sighed for the ingratitude of the next 
generation that succeeded them. I will not 
then seek out for those destroyers of ray quiet, 
for whose death or infidelity I must for ever 
complain. Mandana was the only woman who 
ever really deserved my love; could I recal her 
from the grave, and endue her with the same 
privilege of which I am myself possessed, I 
would confine myself to her arms alone ; but 
since that is impossible, I will devote myself to 
the charms of virtue, which of all things she 
most resembled. 

Whilst Nourjahad was thus resolving to cor- 
rect the errors of his past life, his virtue was not 
merely in speculation. He never laid him dowB 
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to rest» without the satisfaction of havio^ made 
some one the better for him. Cozro, who coo- 
ttaotly spent the day in inquiring out and re- 
lieving the distressed, failed not to return every 
night to give an account of his charitable mis- 
sion, and to infuse into his master's bosom, the 
(till now unfelt) joy which springs from righteous 
deeds. 

The heart of Nourjahad was expanded, and 
glowed with compassion for those sufferings 
which Cozro feelingly described as the lot of so 
ftiany of his fellow creatures. As charity and 
benevolence rose in his breast, he found his 
pride subside. He was couscious of hh own 
unworthiness. He kneeled, he prayed, he hum- 
bled himself before the Almighty, and returned 
thanks to God for enabling him to succour the 
unfortunate. 

In this happy frame of mind he continued for 
eighteen days ; there wanted but two more to 
the expiration of the mourning for the sultan, 
wlien Nourjahad was to be at full liberty to 
pursue in his own person the dictates of his 
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refonnedy and now tnily generous and bene^ 
volent heart 

He was sitting alone in his apartmoit, waiting 
the arrival of Cozro, in the pleasing expectation 
of receiving some fresh opportunity of doing 
good. The hour of his usual return was already 
past, and Nourjahad began to fear some ac- 
cident had happened to him ; but he little knew 
that a black cloud hung over him, which was 
ready to pour down all its malignity on his own 
head. 

As he mused on what might be the occasion 
of Cozro*s long stay, he heard a loud knocking 
at his door. It was immediately opened by one 
of his slaves^ and a ^lan, who by his habit he 
knew to be one of the cady's officers^ rudely 
entered his chamber. 

How comes it, said the stranger, that thou 
hast had the temerity, in contempt of our so- 
vereign lord's commands, to employ thy emis« 
sary about the city at a time when thou kuowest 
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that §u strict an iiijuuclion lias been laid on all 
people to keep williiu tlieir liuuses, none being 
permitled to stir abroad but for tlie absolute 
□ecessilies of life, or in cases of iminineDt 

Far be it from me, replied Nourjahad, to 
disobey our itiigbly sultan's orders ; but I un- 
derstood that slaves bad permission to go un- 
quesliooeil on tlieir master's business. And 
what business, aiisHtred llie tnaii, can thy slave 
have from moiTiing to night in so many (liRerent 
((iiarlers of the city ? 

Nourjahad, who did not care lo be himself 
the Iruinpeler of hia own good deeds, hesitated 
to give an answer. 

Ha, ha ! cried the stranger, I &ee plainly there 
is sometliiug dangerous in thy myaterj, and that 
tlie money which thy slave has been distribulmg 
amongsl such a variety of people, is for a pur- 
pose very different from that which he pretends, 
A likely matter it is indeed that a private m^-. 
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should bestow b charity such sums as Cocro 
acknowledges he has withm these few days dis- 
tributed ! 

Yet nothing is more certain, replied Nour- 
jahady than that Coziro has spoke the truth. 
We shall see that, replied the officer, in a tone 
of insolence ; Cozro is already ifi prison, and my 
orders are to conduct thee to him, 

Nourjahad, exceedingly troubled at hearing 
this, replied. He was ready to go with him ; and 
the officer led him out of his house. 

It was now late at night; they passed along 
the streets without meeting any one, and soon 
reached the place wherein Cozro was confined. 
It was the prison where such persons were shut 
up as were accused of treason against the state. 

Here he found the unfortunate Cozro in a 
dungeon. Alas! cried he, as soon as his master 
entered, why do I see thee here? Say rather, 
my dear Cozro, replied Nourjahad, what strange 
fatality has brought Ihee to this dismal place? 

L 2 
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I can give no other account, answered Coiro, 

J 

but that in returning home this night, I was 
seized on in the street by some of those soldiers 
who were t»mployed to patrol about the city, to 
see that the sultan's orders were puitotually ob- 
served; and being questioned conceming ray 
busmess, I told them that T had been relieving 
the wants of indigent people, and saving even 
from perishing, some poor wretches who had 
not wherewithal to buy food. 

That is an idle errand, replied one of them, 
and might have been deferred till the term of 
mourning was expired ; however, if you will 
give me a piece of gold, I will let you pass for 
this time, otherwise both you and your em- 
ployer may happen to repent of having trans- 
gressed the sultan*s commands. I made no 
scruple, pursued Cozro, to take out my purse, 
in which there were ten sequins left. I gave 
one of them to the soldier, but the rapacious 
wretches seeing I had more money, were not 
content with thb, but insisted on my giving the 
whole amongst them. 1 refused ; some angr; 
worlds ensued ; one of the miscreants struck me, 
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and I returned the blow. Enraged at this, they 
hurried me before the cady, to whom they ac- 
cused me of having disobeyed the edict* and 
assaulted the sultan's officers in the discharge of 
their duty. I was not heard in my defence, 
having four witnesses against me, but was im- 
mediately dragged to this horrid prison; and 
the sultan himself, they say, is to take cognizance 
of my offence. 

Oh, heaven ! cried Nourjahad, to what mis- 
chiefs does not the love of gold expose us ! See, 
my friend, into what misfortunes thou art plunged 
by the sordid avarice of those vile soldiers. But 
why didst thou hesitate to give up that paltry 
sum which thou hadst in thy purse, to obtain 
thy tiberty ? I do not repent what I have done, 
answered Cozro, and shall contentedly sufler 
the penalty 1 have incurred, since it was in so 
good a cause. 

If the sultan is just, replied Nourjahad, the 
punishment ought only to fall on me, who alone 
am guilty, since what tliou didst was by my 
command. 
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' Here file officer who had conducted Noitf« 
jahad to prison, and who was present at tUs 
dkeoorse, interposed, and addressinjv himself to 
Nonijahad, Thoo hast not as yet heen accused 
to the sultan, said he, and it is not too late to 
extricate even thy slave from tlus trooblesonie 
afiair; it is but makmg a handsome present to 
the cady, and I will undertake this matter will 
go no farther. I am willing to do so, replied 
Nourjahad, eagerly; name your demand, and 
you shall have it. Provided I am allowed to 
go home to my own house, I will fetch the 
money ; and if you are afraid of my escajNngt 
you yourself may bear me company. 

I will not consent to it, replied Cozro ; nei- 
ther liberty nor life are worth purchasii^ on 
base conditions. I will submit uiy cause to 
Scbemerzad's justice; the cause of uprightness 
and truth ; my own innocence shall be my sup* 
port^ and I will dare the worst that fraud and 
malice can suggest against me. 

In vain did Nourjahad urge bim to accept 
the proffered terms ; he remained inflexible to 
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all the arguments he could use to persuade him; 
wherefore, fiuding him determined, he was 
obliged to desist ; and Cozro, after passing the 
remainder of the night in quiet and profound 
sleep, though without any other bed than the 
bare earth, was at dawn of day called forth to 
appear before the sultan. 

The reflections Nourjahad made on the re- 
solute behaviour of Cozro, served not a little 
to fortify his mind. How noble must this man's 
soul be, said he, which sets him thus above the 
reach of adversity ? and with what contempt he 
looks down on the glorious prospects he has 
before him, when put in the balance with his 
integrity. Surely it is not in this life he places 
his happiness^ since he is so ready to forego the 
pleasures he might enjoy with me, in that par- 
ticipation of wealth and liberty which I have 
promised him. How superior is my servant to 
me, who but for his example, should now sink 
under my fears; but he has resources which I 
have not. Alas! why did I barter my hopes of 
paradise for the vain, the transitory, the fal- 
lacious joys which this vile world bestows! 
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Already I have tried them; what do they ok 
qme but satiety and disgust. I never ex- 
perienced true contentment, but during the 
time, short as it is, since I abjured those follies 
in which I once delighted : and I am now per- 
suaded, that afkr having past a few, a very few 
years more in the enjoyment of such gratifi- 
cations as I have not yet had an opportunity of 
tasting, that I shall grow even weary of the 
light, and wish to be dbmissed to that place, 
where we are told no sorrows can approach* 

Nourjahad was buried in these reflections, 
when he was roused by the return of Cozro. 
The glimmenng light which a lamp afforded, 
struck full on the face of his friend (for he no 
longer considered him as a servant), and he re- 
joiced to see Cozro's cheerful countenance, by 
wlii^h he judged that he had nothing to fear. 

I am come, said Cozro, approaching Nour- 
jahad, and kissing his hand, to bid thee adieu, 
for from this day, we are to be for ever divided ! 
It is that thought only which makes our sepa- 
ration grievous : had I hopes of ever beholdiog 
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thy face in the maosions of light, 1 should gO" 
to death with the same alacrity with which I 
close my eyes in slumber. 

Good heaven ! cried Nourjahad, doest thou 
talk of death? Can it be, is it possible that thy 
Hfe n in danger? 

What is the life, about which thou art anxious? 
replied Cozro ; our being here is but a shadow ; 
that only is real existence which the blessed 
enjoy after their short travel here. And know, 
Oh Nourjahad ! I would not yield up my ex* 
pectations of the humblest place in paradise for 
the sovereign rule of the whole earth, though 
my days were to be extended to the date of thy 
life, and every wish of ray soul gratified to the 
utmost. Think then, with how little reluctance 
I shall leave a world, wherein I am sure of meet* 
ing nothing but oppression, treachery, and dis- 
appomtment, where mercy is construed into 
treason, and charity b called sedition! 

And art thou then doomed to die? said 
Nourjahad, pale and trembling at the thought^ 
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though GODyinced it was a predicament in which 
he could never stand. 

I am, answered Cozro, my offence was found 
capital. Disobedience to the sultans, edict 
alone, mcurred a heavy punishment; but my 
crime was, by the malice of my accusers, so 
highly aggravated, that the penalty became 
death. Tliey charged me with having distri- 
buted money for evil purposes, amongst persons 
disaffected to the state, and with having beat 
and abused those officers who first detected me. 
In vain did I offer all the pleas that truth could 
suggest ; my enemies, exasperated at losing the 
sum which they hoped to have extorted from 
you, swore to the facts of which I was accused, 
and the rigid sultan condemned me to death. 
What thy fate is to be, I know not; but since it 
is thy misfortune to be doomed to perpetual 
life, better purchase thy freedom on any terms, 
than be condemned to languish for years in a 
prison, for such probably will be thy lot. 

Oh that I could die with thee! said Nour- 
jahad, miserable that I am, thus to be deprived 
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of thy counsel and friendship, at a time when I 
so much stood in need of them ; but wherefore, 
my friend, why should we submit to the tyranny 
of the sultan? though thou art condemned, 
there may yet be found means to deliver thee. 
The keeper of the prison will gladly set a price 
on thy liberty ; a hundred thousand pieces of 
gold shall be thy ransom ; and I shall think my- 
self rich by the purchase ! And what is to be* 
come of thee, replied Cozro ? I will buy my own 
freedom at the same rate, answered Nourjahad, 
and we will both fly from Ormuz together* 
And leave your treasures behind you, cried 
Cozro, for it will be impossible to convey from 
hence such a vast mass of riches without dia* 
covery. 

I value them no longer, said Nourjahad ; they 
can never yield me any permanent enjoyment. 
The saving thy life is the only good turn I now 
expect from them. That once accomplbhed, I 
shall desire to retain no more of them than what 
will support me above want, and I will leave the 
rest to be for ever hid in the bosom of the earth, 
where they now lie, that they may never more 
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become a snare to others as tliey have been to 



Praised be oiir holy prophet, said Coxro, that 
has at lengfth endued the heart of Nourjahad 
with wisdom. Pursue the purposes of thy soul ; 
effect thy own freedom as soon as possible, since 
no comfcHl can visit thee in the gloom of this 
frightful prison ; but tempt not Cozro back to 
a life which he despises. I tell thee again, 
there is nothing in this world to be put in com- 
petition with the glories I have in prospect in 
that state to which I am now hastening. Why 
then, Nourjahad, wouldst thou retard my fe« 
licity, or wish me to hazard, for the sake of de- 
lusive pleasures, those transcendent joys which 
await the virtuous? 

The energy with which Cozro delivered him- 
self, pierced Nourjahad to the inmost soul. A 
holy ardor was kindled his breast, which he had 
never felt before; he found his faculties en- 
larged, his mind was transported above this 
world ; he felt as it were unimbodied, and an 
involuntary adjuration burst from, his lipi. 
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^ Ohy holy prophet! said he, take» take back 
the gift, that I in the ignorance and presumptioii 
of my heart so vainly sought, and which too 
late I find a puni^ment instead of a blessing I 
I contemn riches, and for ever cast them from 
me ; suffer me then to yield iip my life ; for 
there can be no tnie^happbess but in beholding 
thee^ oh Mahomet, face to &ce, in the never- 
fading fields of paradise !" 

Saying this, he prostrated himself on the 
ground, and contmued for some time in mental 
prayer. 

Cozro observed an awfiil Mlence whilst he 
continued in this posture. When Nourjahad 
arose from the earth. May our great prophet, 
said Cozro, hear your prayers; and were he 
even now to grant them, all the favours he has 
already bestowed on you would be poor and 
contemptible to this last best boon. Farewel, 
said he, 1 must now leave thee, I was only per- 
mitted to come and bid thee adieu. May the 
Supreme grant thy petition, then shall we again 
meet in the mansions of happy spirits. Nour- 
jahad embraced bim, and Co^ro withdrew. 



Being now left at liberty to his own thoughts, 
he made bitter reflections on the strangeness of 
his fate. Fool, fool that I was, cried he aloud, 
beating his breast, to prefer so rash, so impious 
a petition to the prophet, as to desire the ever- 
lasting laws of nature to be overturned, to gra- 
tify ray mad luxurious wishes. I thought the 
life of man too short for the eiyoyment of those 
various and unbounded pleasures which wealth 
could procure ; but it is long since I have found 
my error. Well did my guardian spirit say I 
should repent of the gift I had implored, when 
it should be too late. I do indeed repent ; but 
oh, thou benign intelligence, if thou bast re- 
maining any favour for thy inconsiderate un- 
happy charge, descend once more to my relief, 
and if possible restore me to that state, for 
which I was designed by my creator ; a poor 
mortal, liable to, and now longing for the 
friendly stroke of death. 

He had scarce pronounced these words, when 
his prison doors flew open; a refulgent light 
flashed in, which illuminated the whole dungeon, 
and he beheld his guardian genius standing be- 
fore him, exactly as he had appeared to him 
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l>efore. Thy prayers are heard, said he, ok 
son of frailty, aod thy penitence is accepted in 
the sight of the Most High. I am sent down 
again by our prophet to reassume that gift 
which thou art now satisfied mast make thee 
miserable. Yet examine thy heart once more 
before I pronounce thy irrevocable doom ; say, 
art thou willing again to become subject to the 
common lot of mortals i 

Most willuig, replied Nonijahad ; yet I won* 
der not, my seraphic guide, that thou shouldst 
doubt the stability of my mind ; but in this last 
purpose of it I am sure I shall remain unshaken. 

If so, replied the shining vision, thy guardian 
angel consigns thee to the arms of death, with 
much more joy than he conferred on thee riches 
and immortality. Thou hast nothing more to 
do, than to prostrate thyself with thy hce to 
theeardi. Remain this evening in fervent prayer, 
and await what shall befal thee to>»morrow. 

Nourjahad made no reply, but falling with 
his face to the ground, he soon found the dun- 

M 2 
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geoo mtored to its fbmier gloomy the light aad 
the guardian spirit vanishing together in an in- 
atant 

He continued in devout (Nrayer till n%lit; 
when the keeper of the prison entered his dun- 
geon to bring him some refireshment. 

The sultan, said he, purposes to examine you 
to-morrow, and much I fear you will have as 
rigorous a sentence passed on you, as that which 
has been already executed on Cozro. Is he 
then dead ? cried Nourjahad, mournfully. He 
is, replied the keeper; it b but an hour since I 
saw him deprived of breath : but he received the 
blow with such an heroic firmness, that thoa 
wouldst have thought he rather enjoyed a tri- 
umph, than suffered an ignominious death. 

Happy, happy Cozro ! cried Nourjahad ; thou 
art now beyond the reach of misfortune, whibt 
I, perhaps, may be doomed to sustain for yean 
a wretched life. 

Thy life, said the keeper^ may be nearer a 
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period than thon art aware .of. Hie sultan is 
covetous, and surrounded by needy favourites, 
whom the report of your immense wealth has 
made eager for your destruction ; for you can- 
not be ignorant, that should you die, involved as 
it is said you are, in Cozro^s guilt, your treasuires 
woidd be confiscated to the sultan. From this 
circumstance I have heard it whispered, your 
head is already devoted ; and this perhaps was 
the true cause of Cozro's death, and will give 
the better colour to your's. It is not, however, 
added he, even yet too late to prevent the dan- 
ger; had not your slave been obstinate, he 
might now have been alive, and out of the 
reach of harm. You have the same means of 
preservation in regard to your own person, still 
in your power ; and if you will make it worth 
my while to run the risk, I will this night set 
you at liberty. 

And dost thou think, said Nourjahad, that I 
have profited so little by the example of my 
noble friend, as to accept of thy offer, sordid 
and treacherous as thou art ? If thou art base 
enough to betray thy trust for gold, know that 
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die mind of Nouijaimd is above receiving « 
fevour. from sadh a wrelch. As for my wealth, 
let the sultan take it; «By only wish is to part 
widi that and my life also. 

lliat wbh may speedily beacooiBplished, said 
the keeper, in an angry tone, and to-morrow per- 
liaps you may repent of your folly, when you find 
yourself condemned to follow your noble friend 
to the other world, Nouijsdiad made no reply; 
imd the keeper sullenly departed* 

Mouijahad spent the night in prayers and 
mdeitation; he found peace and tranquillity re- 
stored to his breast, and perfectly resigned to 
the will of the prophet^ he waited the event of 
the next day with the utmost composure. 

In the morning the keeper of the prison en- 
tered to him. Follow me, said he; thou art 
going to appear before the sultan, who himself 
is to be thy judge; a rigorous one thou wilt 
find him, but thy folly be on thy own head, who 
didst proudly refuse the proffer of liberty and 
life> 
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Lead on, said Nourjahad, it is not for such 
men as thou art, to censure a conduct, to which 
thou dost not know the motive. 

He was now carried out of the dungeon, and 
ordered to ascend a chariot in which the captain 
of the sultan's guards was already placed, to re- 
ceive his prisoner. The chariot was surrounded 
by soldiers; and in this manner he was con- 
ducted to the presence of the sultan. 

Schemerzad was seated on a throne, in the 
hall of his palace, wherein he was used to dis- 
tribute justice. The erairs, and great officers 
of his court, were standing round him. 

Nouijahad stood before him with his eyes 
bent to the ground; and however awed he 
might be at the presence of his royal master, 
and the august assembly which surrounded him, 
yet the dignity of conscious innocence, and the 
perfect reliance he had on the Supreme Judge 
of his judge, rendered him superior to every 
thing. His deportment was modest and re- 
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ipcctful, yet did be discover no symptom of 

The sultan made a sign for every one present 
to withdraw, but one person who stood on the 
lower step of his throne, and whom Nougahad 
judged to be hb prime visier. 

What hast thou to say, presumptuous man^ said 
Schemerzad, in a stem voice, what excuse canst 
thou offer for daring, in contempt of my edict, 
to employ thy agent (during the time set apart 
£>r mourning) in going about the city from day 
to day ; ostentatiously displaying thy ill-timed 
liberality amongst my subjects; endeavouring, 
as I am la formed, to conciliate their affections, 
for purposes dangerous to me/and the safety of 
my crown ? What liast thou to offer iu answer 
to this charge? 

Nourjaliad prostrated himself to the ground 
Mighty sultan^ said he, I have nothing to offer 
in extenuation of my fault, with regard to the 
first part of the charge. I acknowledge that I 
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distributed money unongst your majesty's sub- 
jects, and that at a time too when eveiy act (but 
those of absolute necessity) was interdicted. I 
ofier not to palliate this breach of my duty. — 

Audacious wretch ! interrupted the sultan, to- 
wliat end was thy profusion employed? 

To obtain a blessing from heaven, answered 
Nouijahad; and by relieving the wants and 
afflictions of others, to make some atonement 
for my own riotous and intemperate abuse of 
that wealth, which ought to have been employed 
to better purposes. 



1 1 



Wouldst thou persuade me then, cried Sche« 
merzad, that charity was thy motive! It was, 
illustrious sultan, replied Nourjahad; I have 
spoke the truth, and to convince your majesty 
that I have no sinister designs against the ever 
sacred person of my sovereign, I will now volun-- 
tarily yield up that treasure to thee, which had 
I been vile enough to have so employed, would 
have bought the fidelity of more than half thy 
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subjects, though every man of them had stood 
near the heart and throne of Schemerzad. 

The undaunted manner in which Nourjahad 
spoke these words, made Schemerzad shake on 
his imperial seat ; but quickly reassuaiing the 
majesty of his station. Do then as thoa hast 
q[)oken, said he, and I will believe thee. 

If your majesty will permit me, said Nour- 
jahad, to go to my house, and will send a proper 
person with me, I will deliver up into his hands 
all my wealth, requesting no more than will 
supply my wants so long as heaven permits me 
to live. 

I will not trust thee out of my sight; said 
Schemerzad : thou mayest as well instruct some 
one in my presence where to find the riches of 
which I hear thou art possessed, and I will send 
for them. 

Nourjahad then informed the sultan of the 
aubterraneous cave in his garden; and deliver- 
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ing him the key, told him he would there find 
all the 'wealth of which he was master. 

Schemerzad immediately dispatched his visier, 
ordering him to have the riches he should find, 
immediately conveyed to his treasury. He then 
commanded Nourjahad to retire into a saloon, 
that was separated from die hall only hy a cur* 
tauiy and there wait the return of the visier; 
before whom, the sultan said he had some fiir- 
tfaer questions to put to him. 

As the gardens of Nourjahad joined to those 
belonging tq the royal palace^ the visier was not 
long in going and returning. Nourjahad heard 
him talk to Schemerzad^ and straight he was 
called on to come forth, and stand before the 
sultan : but Schemerzad now accosted him in a 
voice like thunder. Perfidious and insolent 
slave, said he, art thou not afraid of instant 
death falling on thee, for daring thus to falsify 
before thy sovereign lord and master ? Say, be- 
fore thou art cut off by torture from the face of 
the earth, where thou hast concealed thy wealth ! 

N 
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for well thou knowest, there is nothing contain- 
ed in that cave, which thou pretendest with so 
much care to lock up. 

Nothmg! replied Nourjahad, in amazement. 
By the head of our. prophet, when I last was 
there it contained more than would purchase 
thy whole empire a thousand times over. It 
was hut the very day on which I was dragged 
to prison, that I saw it; the key has never 
since heen out of my pocket ; who then could 
' possibly have conveyed away my treasure ? 

As Nourjahad applied himself To the visier 
whilst he spoke, that minister thinking himself 
reflected on by his words, replied scornfully, 
Thou thinkest perhaps it is I who have robbed 
thee, and that I have framed thb story to de- 
ceive the sultan, and ruin thee. I do not say 
so, answered Nourjahad; but this I am sure 
of, that no human being but thyself knew where 
to find my treasure. — Some demon, perhaps, 
replied the visier, with an air of contempt, has 
removed it thence. 
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Noorjahad now recollecting suddenly, diat 
his guardian spirit had probably reclaimed this, 
as well as the other gif^, replied coolly. It is not 
at all unlikely ; a certain genius, who watches 
over my motions, has undoubtedly carried away 
niy wealth. 

Do not think, said the sultan, that affecting to 
be out of thy senses, shall preserve thee from 
my wrath. 

Your majesty, said the visier, had best order 
that his head be instantly struck off, for daring 
to impose on your creduUty, and abuse your 
clemency in suffering him to outlive that slavey 
who obstinately persisted in refusing to discover 
his master's riches. 

Did Cozro do so ? cried Nourjahad : He did, 
answered the visier; but we will see whether 
thou wilt persevere in the denial, and to the 
latest minute of thy life preserve the firmness of 
thy slave. 

And who is it that thou callest a slave, thou 
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minister of cruelty? said Nourjahad boldly: 
The soul of Cozro raised him infinitely more 
above thee, than the rank of the sultan of Persia 
lifts him above the meanest of his subjects.—^ 
My lord^ pursued he, throwing himself at Sche- 
merzad's feet, I have no other plea to ofier for 
my life ; I call Heaven to witness I have spoken 
nothing but the truth ; the severest tortures you 
can inflict on me will extort no more. I was 
willing to make a voluntary sacrifice of my riches: 
I am now as ready to yield my life. 

Art thou not then afraid to die ? said Sche- 
merzad. 

No, mighty sultan, answered Nourjahad, I 
look upon death to a virtuous man, as the great- 
est good the Almighty can bestow ! 

Tlie sultan, instead of making any reply, 
clapped his hands; and Nourjahad, supposing 
it was a signal to have him seized and carried to 
execution, rose up, and stood with an intrepidity 
in his looks, that shewed how little he was af- 
fected with the near prospect of deatli. 
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But instead of the slaves whom he expected to 
see coming to lay hold oq him, he beheld, stand- 
ing close to the throne of Scheuierziid, his guar' 
dian geuius, jus) in the same celestial form id 
which he had twice before appeared to him ! 

Awed aod amazed, Noui;iahad started back 
and gazed at the lieavenly vision. Not daring 
to trust his senses, he remained mule, and mo- 
tionless fur some minutes; bul he was roused 
from Ills dcej) attention, by a lond burst of 
laughter, which broke at once trom the sultau, 
|])e visier, and the guardian genius. 

This new and extraordinary incident threw 
Nourjahad into fresh astonishment ; when, with- 
out giving liim time to recover Itimselti the an- 
gelic youth, SDatcbing from liis head a circlet of 
flowers intermixed with precious stones, which 
encompassed liis brows, and shaded a great part 
of his forehead ; and at ihe same time tbrowing 
off a head of artificial hair which flowed in 
golden ringlets down his shoulders; a line full 
of brown hair which was concealed under it suc- 
ceeded, dropping in light curls on his neck and 
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Muihingcbeeks; and Nourjahad, in the person 
of his spniphic guide, discovered liis beloved and 
beautiful Mand-ana ! 

Whatever transpoTis the sight' of her would 
at another lime have inspired in the breast of 
Noiirjnhad, hia faculties were now too much ab- 
sorbed in wonder, to leave room fur any other 
passion, Wherefore, not daring to approach 
her, the sultan, willing to put an end to hb sus- 
pense, cried out. Look up, Nourjahad, raise thy 
eyes to tliy matter's face, no longer the angry 
Schemerzad, thy offended prince, but the real 
Schemzeddin, thy friend and kind protector. 

Nourjahad, who before, out of respect and 
awful distance, had not ventured to look in 
(he nultan's face, now lised his eyes earnestly 
upon him. By the life of Schemerzad, said he, 
if I were uot certain that all this is illusion, and 
that thy illustrious father, my royal and once 
beloved master, is dead, thou art so very like 
him, that I shoidd swear that thou werl the 
real sultan Schemzeddiu himself; such at 
years was his countenance and features. 
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The sultan at this burst into a second fit of 
laughter. And for whom^ said the visier, (who 
had by this time taken off his turban, and a false 
beard which he wore) for whom wouldst thou 
take me ? 

By Mahomet, cried Nourjahad, falling back a 
step or two, I should take thee for my old friend 
Hasem, if I were not convinced that the good 
man died about twenty years ago. 

It is time, said the sultan, descending from 
his throne, and taking Nouirjahad by the hand, 
it is now time to undeceive thee, and explain to 
thee the mystery of all those extraordinary events 
which seem to have bewildered thy senses. 

Know then, Nourjahad, that the adventure of 
thy guardian genius was all a decepticm, and a 
fuece of macliinery of my contrivance. You are 
now convinced, by the evidence of your own 
eyes, that your celestial intelligence was no 
other than this young damsel. 

I had a mind to make trial of thy heart, and 

N 3 
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for this purpose made choice of this charming 
virgin, for whom I own I had entertained a 
passion, but found I could not gain her afiec* 
tions. She had seen you from the windows of 
the womens* apartments, walking with me in the 
gardens of the seraglio, and had conceived a 
tenderness for you, which she frankly confessed 
to me, declaring at the same lime, she would 
never give her love to any other. Though she 
was my slave, I would not put a constraint upon 
her inclinations; but told her, if she would 
assist me faithfully in a design I had formed, I 
would reward her, by bestowing her on you. 

She readily assented to my proposal, and hav- 
ing previously prepared every thing for my pur- 
pose, 1 equipped her as you see. 

It was not difficult for me to introduce her 
into your chamber, by a private door which you 
know commuuicates between your apartments 
and certain lodgings in my palace. 

I myself stood at tlie door, whilst she entered 
as you slept, and contrived to throw that light 
into your chamber, which disclosed to you the 
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wonderful vision. I oveiiieard all your dis- 
course, and could scarce contain ray laugfater, 
when you so greedily received that marvellous 
essence from Mandana; which you supposed 
would confer immortality ; but wluch Mras in 
reality nothing more than a soporific drug, of so 
potent a nature, that the fumes of it alone were 
capable of throwing the person who smelt to 
them into a profound sleep. It had quidily this 
effect on you; and I took that. opportunity of 
conveying into your chamber those coffers which 
you thought contained such immense treasures ; 
but which in truth were as great counterfeits as 
your guardian angel. The supposed precious 
stones, were nothing more than felse gems, which 
I procured from a skilful lapklary, who had 
given tiiem such an extraordinary polish and 
lustre, that they might well pass for jewels of 
inestimable value, on one better skilled in those 
matters than you were. 

The iugots of gold were all base metal, which 
I got from the same artist. Nothing, in short, 
was real, but the money, part of which I was 
very willing to sacrifice to my experiment; 

N4. 
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tfaou^, as I have managed H, the largest svmi 
which thou in thy extravagance hast expended, 
were leturned into my coffers. 

As I naturally supposed, that so long as the 
money lasted you would not have recourse to 
the other treasures, I was not afraid of having 
the fraud detected. The cave, which was an 
accidental circumstance, but of which I had 
long known, was by my contrivan<» made the 
repository of thy riches. 

When thou wert settled in the fiill possession 
of thy imaginary felicity, thou mayst remember 
that Hasem was first recommended to thy ser- 
vice; Mandana too was amongst other slaves 
presented to thy view. No wonder tliat her 
charms captivated thy heart. Her love to thee 
was as pure as it was fervent ; but thy boundless 
wishes were not to be restrained ; and forgetting 
all the rational principles that thou didst at first 
lay down to regulate thy conduct, thou gavest 
thyself up to all manner of vile excesses, and 
didst show the depravity of the human heart, 
when unrestrained by divine laws. 
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It was now time» I thought, to punbh thee, 
aud to shew tl^ee the vanity of all earthly en* 
joyments. By opiates infused into thy wine 
that night on which thou didst debase thyself by 
drunkenness, I threw thee into a sound sleep; 
and though it lasted not much longer than the 
usual term of ordinary repose, it yet gave me an 
opportunity of making such farther dispositioDS, 
as I thought necessary for the carrying on of 
my design. 

I laid hold of this juncture to withdraw 
Mandana from thy arms, promising however to 
restore her to thee, if I found thee ever worthy 
of her. 

I believe it is needless to inform you, that the 
confinement I laid you under was for no other 
mkI than to cut off all intercourse between you 
and any others than those of your owu house- 
hold, every one of whom were of my placing 
about you, even to the ladies of your seraglio, 
who were no others than the prettiest slaves I 
could find, amongst those who attended on my 
own women. 
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E^ery ene entnuted with my secret, were 
tied down by the most solemn oaths to keep it 
inviolably; and this with a promise of reward, 
served, as the event has shown, to secnre their 
fidelity. 

There was not an action of thy life bot I wu 
made acquamted with; and whilst tfaoa didst 
triumph in the joys of my successful illnsioo, I 
sometimes pitied thy weakness, and somedmes 
laughed at thy extravagance. 

That magnificent palace of which thou 
thoughtest thyself master, was one which I had 
borrowed for the purpose from an emir who was 
in my secret, and who was himself often present 
in disguise amongst your slaves, a witness to 
your extravagancies. I will not increase thy 
confusion by reminding thee of the inordinate 
excesses thou wert guilty of in thy retirement 
Thou canst not have forgot the project of 
creating for thyself an earthly paradise. This 
was the second crisis I laid hold on to punish 
thee; and by tearing thee fi'om thy impious 
pleasures, to remind thee that crimes cannot be 
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committed with impunity. A second sleep/ pro- 
cured as the former was, but of somewhat a 
longer duration, gave me full opportunity to 
make a total change in the face of thy afFairs. 
Hasem (whom thou didst suppose to be dead) 
remained still secretly concealed in thy house, 
to be as it were the grand spring to move all the 
rest of thy domestics. The hags whom thou 
hadst imposed upon thee for the decayed beau- 
ties of thy seraglio, were really a set of notable 
old dames, whom he had tutored for the pur- 
pose : thy former mistresses, who were insigni- 
ficant slaves, were dismissed. She who perso- 
nated the feigned Cadiga, acted her part to 
admiration, and with the artful contrivance of 
having a rose-bud painted on her breast, a mark 
which your young &vourite really bore from 
nature, she had cunning and address enough to 
impose herself on you for the very Cadiga vrhom 
you formerly loved. 

I believe, proceeded the sultan, you are by 
this time convinced, that there was nothing su- 
pernatural ill tlie several events of your life, 
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and that you were in reality nothing more thai 
the dupe of your own folly and avarice. 

Thou mayest remember after this period, 
(hat, sated \iith voluptuousnefls, thy licentioas 
heart began to grow hardened ; and from riot- 
ing without controul in pleasures, wliich, how- 
ever criminal in themselves, carry at least with 
them the excuse of temptation, thou wantonly 
didst stir up, and indulge the latent cruelty of 
thy nature. Thyungovemed passions led thee 
to an act of blood ! Thou piercedst with thy 
poniard the honest creature who remonstrated 
with thee on thy evil works ; but Heaven did 
not, however, ^lermit thee to deprive her of life. 

See, Nourjahad, of what the heart of man is 
capable, when he shuts his eyes against the pre- 
cepts of our holy prophet. Thou stoodst as it 
were alone in the creation, and self-dependent 
for thy own happiness or misery, thou lookedst 
not for rewards or punishments in that invisible 
world, from which thou thoughtest thyself by 
thy own voluntary act excluded* 
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This last barbarous deed, however, called 
aloud for chastisement ; and thou wast for the 
third time deceived with a belief that thou hadst 
slept a number of years, in which many morti- 
f^g revolutions had happened in thy family. 

I was now resolved to be myself an eye-wit- 
ness of thy behaviour, and to try if there was 
any spark of virtue remaining in thy soul which 
could possibly be rekindled. 

I disguised myself in the habit of a slave ; 
and having altered my face, and my voice, I 
presented myself to thee under the name of 
Cozro. Thou knowest what passed between 
us on thy first awaking from thy compelled 
slumbers, and that I heard and saw witli what 
indifference thou receivedst the news of my sup- 
posed death. But I will not reproach thee with 
ingratitude — ^let the memory of that be buried 
with the re^t of thy errors. 

I had soon the satisfaction to find that thou 
wast as it were a new man. The natural good- 
ness of thy disposition, thy reason, thy expe- 
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neiue of the deceit fulness of worldly enjoy- 
ments, .joiuetl lo the rcrnorae wliicli lliou couldst 
not Lelp feeling, for h series of vice and folly, 
at lengtb roused tliee to a just sense of what 
thou owedst to the dignity of tliy own nature, 
and to the duties iucutiihent on thee towards 
the rest of thy fel low- creatures. 

I now discovered, wtlh joy, that thou hadst 
intirely <live3tc(l thyself of thai insatiuble love 
of pleasure, to which thou hadst before addicted 
thyself, and that thou no longer didst regard 
wealth, hut 9s it enabled thee to do good. 
There was but one trial inure remained, ]f, 
said 1, his rejieutance be sincere, ami he has 
that heroism of mind which is inseparable from 
the truly virtuous, he will not shrink at death; 
but, on the coutrary, will look upoa it as the 
only means by which he can obtain those re- 
fined enjoyments suited to the divine part of his 
nature, and which are as much superior in their 
esfieiicc, as they are in their dnration to all the 
pleasures of sense. 

I made the trial — Tlie glorious victory, Ot 
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Nourjahad^ is thine ! By thy contempt of riches, 
'thou hast proved liow well thou deservedst 
them ; and thy readiness to die^ shows how fit 
thou art to live. — 

In the space of fourteen moons (for it is no 
longer since I iirst imposed on thy credulity the 
belief of thy miraculous state) thou hast had the 
experience of four times so many years. Such 
assuredly would be the vicissitudes of thy life, 
hadst thou in reality possessed what thou didst 
in imagination. Let this dream of existence 
then be a lesson to thee for the future, never 
Ao suppose that riches can ensure happiness, 
that the gratification of our passions can satisfy 
the human heart ; or that the immortal part of 
our nature, will suffer us to taste unmixed fe- 
licity, in a world which was never meant for our 
final place of -abode. Take thy amiable Man- 
daua to thee for a wife, and receive the fixed 
confidence and love of Schemzeddin. 

The history says, that Nourjahad was from 
that minute raised to be the first man in power 
next to the sultan ; that his wisdom and virtue 
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proved an ornament and support to the tbrooe 
of Persia dtiring the course of a long and pros- 
perous life; and that hb name was farooui 
throughout the Eastern world. 
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